
PEGASUS SNOOPING ROW

‘KHELA 
HOBE’

TILL BJP IS OUSTED 
FROM CENTRE: DIDI

 “Modi Ji, This Isn’t 
Personal”: West Bengal 
CM attacks PM Modi

 Mamata ups the ante, 
says BJP wants to turn 
India into surveillance state

 Banerjee issued a clarion call to all 
opposition parties for ‘Mahagathbandhan’  
and fight BJP to “save democracy” 

New Delhi: With Con-
gress taking ‘front row’ 
in the attacks on Union 
Government by a ‘uni-
fied opposition’, On 
Wednesday Bengal 
Chief  Minister Mamata 
Banerjee, perhaps one of  
the biggest political face 
in opposition after Gan-
dhis, called for the oppo-
sition to unite against 
the BJP, pointing to the 
“threat” posed to democ-
racy by what she called a 
“surveillance state” in 
the aftermath of  the 
Pegasus scandal.

The Chief  Minister, 
who was addressing the 
people online on Mar-
tyr’s Day  said she 
would go to Delhi on 
July 27 or 28 and will be 
available for an opposi-
tion meeting if  one is 
held. A number of  op-
position leaders heard 
her address in Delhi 
and other cities where 
it was played  Turn to P6

Determination of beneficiaries of NFSA should 
be according to growing population: CM

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has writ-
ten a letter to the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
to increase the limit of  
beneficiaries of  Nation-
al Food Security Scheme 
(NFSA) on the basis of  
present population as 
determined on the basis 
of  2011 Census. “In the 
last 10 years the popula-
tion of  all the states of  
the country has in-
creased and many fami-
lies have come under the 
purview of  food security. 

To ensure the food secu-
rity of  such needy fami-
lies, it is necessary to 
re-fix the ceiling of  food 
security according to 
the estimated popula-

tion of  the year 2021,” 
Gehlot said in the letter.

The Chief  Minister 
further wrote that un-
der the food security in 
the state, the limit (ceil-

ing) of  4.46 crore per-
sons has been set by the 
Government of  India 
on the basis of  the 2011 
census. “For these ben-
eficiaries,  Turn to P6

GEHLOT WRITES A LETTER TO MODI
DRDO SUCCESSFULLY TESTS AKASH-NG

SIDHU’S BREAKFAST DIPLOMACY

New Delhi: DRDO on Wednesday successfully fl ight-test-
ed indigenously developed low weight, fi re & forget Mis-
sile (MPATGM) and New Generation Akash Missile (Akash-
NG) a Surface to Air Missile. The missile hit the target in 
direct attack mode and destroyed it with precision. 

Amritsar: In a show of strength, 62 MLAs, arrived at 
Punjab Congress President Navjot Singh Sidhu’s resi-
dence in Amritsar on Wednesday. Sidhu had called the 
party MLAs for breakfast. The MLAs at Sidhu’s residence 
said that the party is united and that there is no need for 
an apology.  P5

PRIVATE 10, 12 EXAMS 
FROM AUG 16: CBSE

FARMERS CAN PROTEST 
AT JANTAR MANTAR

New Delhi: CBSE on 
Wednesday announced 
that exams for private 
candidates will be con-
ducted from August 16 to 
September 15. 

New Delhi: DDMA has 
permitted farmers, who 
have been protesting 
against farm laws, to hold 
staggered protests at 
Jantar Mantar from today.

Demand for Shah’s 
removal based on facts, 
or opposition’s fiction?
Opposition leaders target Shah, but forget 

the alleged snooping happened a year 
before the BJP leader came into offi ce

Aditi Nagar

New Delhi: The Pegasus  snooping issue has 
jolted not just both the Houses of  the Parlia-

ment, but even the nooks and corners across 
the length and breadth of  the nation as it has 
raised questions on the Union government. 

With the opposition sharpening its arms to 
further ‘hurt’ the Union government, 

both within and outside the Parlia-
ment, it may appear that everyone 

but BJP believes it to be an open 
field for setting a ‘political 

rhetoric’ and for a moment, 
the opposition may also be 

successful and making the 
people believe in their 

agenda.  Turn to P8

CAA, NRC would 
not harm India’s 
Muslims: Bhagwat

Guwahati: With Eid 
being celebrated 
acros the nation on 
Wednesday, RSS 
chief  Mohan Bhag-
wat, who is in Assam 
on a two-day visit, 
tried to negate the de-
monizing of  Citizen-
ship Amendment Act 
(CAA) and the Na-
tional Register of  
Citizens (NRC) and 
the related fear in 
Muslim community 
as he  said on Wednes-
day that the CAA and 
NRC have nothing to 
do with Hindu-Mus-
lim divide and com-
munal narrative sur-
rounding the two is-
sues were being ped-
dled by some to gain 
political mileage. He 
further emphasised 
that no Muslim will 
face any loss due to 
the citizenship law. 

“After independ-
ence, the first prime 
minister of  the coun-
try had said that mi-
norities will be taken 

care of, and that has 
been done so far. We 
will continue to do so. 
No Muslim will face 
any loss due to CAA,” 
Bhagwat said after 
launching a book here, 
titled ‘Citizenship de-
bate over NRC and 
CAA-Assam and the 
Politics of  History’.

The citizenship law 
will provide protec-
tion to persecuted mi-
norities in the neigh-
bouring countries, 
the Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS) 
chief  underlined.

Talking about 
NRC, he stated that 
all nations have the 
right to know who its 
citizens are.

“The matter is in 
the political domain 
as the government is 
involved in it... A sec-
tion of  people wants 
to get political mile-
age by creative a 
communal narrative 
around these two is-
sues,” he added.

With Sonia at helm till 
2024, ‘young bloods’ 
to ‘revive’ party!

New Delhi: Holding the 
charge of  Congress pres-
ident for two decades, 
party matriarch Sonia 
Gandhi, sources reveal, 
will continue at the posi-
tion till 2024. However, a 
major change will now 
be witnessed in Con-
gress’s ‘policy’ as it will 
start to bank more on its 
‘young-bloods’ who will 
be given key assign-
ments and posts. 

Furthermore, word 
in Congress circles is 
that former party presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi’s 
‘re-christening’ to the 
lofty seat is unlikely, but 
he will continue to han-
dle the state of  affairs 
in the party much the 
same way he has been 
doing since resigning in 
2019, as he is one of  the 

major ‘power centres’ 
within the party. 

Congress is trying to 
ruffle its ‘feathers’ once 
again in the hope that it 
gets them right, this 
time around, in time for 
the 2024 General elec-
tions and it will be under 
this that a new emphasis 
will be given on young 
leaders and Gandhi fam-
ily loyalists.  Turn to P8

Sonia Gandhi

CM Ashok Gehlot

RSS Chief Dr. Mohan Bhagwat addressing the launch of 
book ‘Citizenship Debate Over NRC and CAA’ at Guwahati 
on Wednesday.  —PHOTO BY ANI
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New Delhi: Muslim children greet each 
other on the occasion of Eid al-Adha at the 
Jama Masjid, wearing an almost deserted 
look due to COVID-19 pandemic, in New 
Delhi, on Wednesday.

New Delhi: Israel’s NSO, the developer of military grade spyware Pegasus said it will no 
longer respond to media inquiries. “It said, was a planned and well-orchestrated media 
campaign lead by Forbidden Stories and pushed by special interest groups. NSO will 
thoroughly investigate any credible proof of misuse of its technologies, as we always 
had, and will shut down the system where necessary,” a spokesperson said.

EID 
CELEBRATED 

SANS FAN FARE

WONT 
RESPOND TO 

MEDIA

New Delhi: Lambast-
ing the Union govern-
ment on its claim of  
around 4 lakh deaths 
due to Covid, former 
Congress president 
Rahul Gandhi claimed 
on Wednesday a num-
ber 12 times that of  the 
Central government in 
the second wave. He 
stressed that wrong 
decisions taken by 
Centre during the sec-

ond corona crisis re-
sulted in 50 lakh peo-
ple being ‘killed’.

Tweeting a report 
by Washington based 
think tank, Centre for 
Global Development, 
that offered three dif-
ferent scenarios of  
“excess deaths” 
in India be-
tween Janu-
ary 2020 

Turn to P6 

...CLAIMS RAGA CITING REPORT ON 
DEATHS IN COVID’S SECOND WAVE50,00,000 Killed

GUWAHATI HC STAYS 
ARUNACHAL ORDER

The Guwahati HC Monday 
stayed a notifi cation by 
the Arunachal Pradesh 
government that said 

temporary permits to enter 
the state for work 

could be issued 
to only those 

who had been 
vaccinated 

against 
Covid-19.

ond corona crisis re-
sulted in 50 lakh peo-
ple being ‘killed’.

Tweeting a report 
by Washington based 
think tank, Centre for 
Global Development, 
that offered three dif-
ferent scenarios of  
“excess deaths” 
in India be-
tween Janu-

Turn to P6 

50,00,000 Killed
GUWAHATI HC STAYS 
ARUNACHAL ORDER

The Guwahati HC Monday 
stayed a notifi cation by 
the Arunachal Pradesh 
government that said 

temporary permits to enter 
the state for work 

could be issued 
to only those 

who had been 
vaccinated 

against 
Covid-19.

GEHLOT CABINET TO MEET TODAY
The meeting of Gehlot cabinet will be held today 
from 5 PM onwards after which the meeting of 
council of ministers will be conducted during which 
various issues before the state, like preparation for 
third wave  and restarting the schools. Discussion 
will also be taken on vaccination campaign and 
regarding giving further relaxation under ‘Unlock’.

Word is party will 
appoint 4 working 

presidents to assist 
Sonia and Rahul. 

Ghulam Nabi 
Azad, Sachin Pilot, 

Kumari Selja, Mukul 
Wasnik and Ramesh 

Chennithala are 
potential candidates

NO DATA IN DELHI BECAUSE CENTRE 
DID NOT LET US AUDIT: SISODIA

New Delhi: Deputy Chief Minister of 
Delhi Manish Sisodia said Wednes-
day that the Delhi government did 
not have any data regarding deaths 
due to the lack of oxygen as the Cen-
tre had not let it form a committee to 
look into the deaths of people, who 
allegedly died because of the lack of 

oxygen in hospitals between April and May. When asked 
why Delhi had not provided the Centre with the informa-
tion, Sisodia said during a webcast,  Turn to P6

PEGASUS ATTACK CAN’T HAPPEN WITHOUT 
CENTRE’S CONSENT, SAYS SHIV SENA

KHATTAR ACCUSES CONGRESS 
OF HATCHING PEGASUS CONTROVERSY 

KAMAL NATH SEEKS PROBE INTO 
PEGASUS CASE BY SC JUDGE

Shiv Sena said that Pegasus is a cyber attack on select Indians 
and such an attack can not happen without the consent of the 
Union government. Sena further said that the Pegasus attack is 
more dangerous than the emergency. The “real fathers” of the 
Pegasus are in our country and we should fi nd them, it added.

Haryana CM ML Khattar Wednesday targeted Congress and The 
Wire for trying to derail the proceedings of the ongoing Monsoon 
session of Parliament by fl oating the Pegasus phone tapping 
controversy. In a press conference, he said, “For the ongoing 
session, it was decided to discuss various schemes  Turn to P6

Madhya Pradesh Congress chief Kamal Nath on 
Wednesday termed the alleged snooping by the 
Israeli spyware Pegasus as the “biggest attack 
on the privacy” of people and demanded a probe 
into it by a sitting judge of the Supreme Court. 

INDIA

41,651
new cases

510
new fatalities

CORONA CATASTROPHE
RAJASTHAN

22
new cases

00
new fatalities
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Jaipur: DigiLocker 
would enable appli-
cants to submit vari-
ous documents re-
quired for Passport 
Services in a paperless 
mode. They are not re-
quired to carry the 
original docu-
ments, said Neetu M 
Bhagotia, Regional 

Passport Officer, 
Jaipur on Wednesday 
during the interactive 

session with CII- Young 
Indians (Yi) Jaipur 
Chapter organised on 

CII WEBEX platform.
With the launch of  

this new scheme, ap-

plicants applying for 
passport services can 
provide links to their 

specific documents up-
loaded in the DigiLock-
er. She also added that 
the Ministry plans to 
roll out ePassport for 
citizens, which will in-
crease security of  the 
documents.Arpit Pat-
ni, Chair, Young Indi-
ans (Yi) Jaipur Chapter 
highlighted impor-
tance of  Passport as a 
document. 

Submit documents in Paperless Mode: Bhagotia
DIGILOCKER FOR PASSPORT

Dept of Edu, Raj 
@rajeduofficial

Education Minister 
Shri @GovindDotas-
ra will release result 
of class 12 Science, 
Commerce and Arts 
stream on 24 July 
2021 at 4 PM. Dur-
ing this, the Chair-
man of Rajasthan 

Board of Secondary 
Education, Dr. DP 
Jaroli will also be 

present.

TWEET

EID ACROSS THE BORDER
BSF & Pakistan Rangers exchange sweets, an event long after Pulwama
Mukesh Mathrani

Barmer: On the occa-
sion of  Eid-Ul-Adha 
sweets were exchanged 
between BSF and Paki-
stan Rangers. After the 
Pulwama attack, this 
was the first time when 
such an event took place 
and sweets were ex-
changed at western bor-
der. On Wednesday Pak 
rangers handed over 
the sweets to BSF per-
sonnel at Indo-Pak in-
ternational border in 
Barmer at Varnhar and 
Kelnore border posts. 

Due to tension caused 
after Pulwama attack; 
no such event took place 
between both countries 
in this part of  the bor-
der. While breaking the 
silence on the occasion 
of  Eid-Ul-Adha, Paki-
stani rangers offered 
sweets to its Indian 
counterpart. Respond-
ing to Pakistani ges-
tures, Indian officials 
too had extended sweets 
and wished to Pakistani 
rangers.

FAYAZ, AN ORPHAN, DONS CIRCLE 
INSPECTOR’S CHAIR AS EID GIFT 
Ajmer: An orphan child 
Fayaz got a unique Eid gift 
on Wednesday when Dargah 
police offered him the chair of 
Circle Inspector Dalbir Singh 
and gave him command of the 
entire police station. Fayaz, 
who lives in an orphanage, visited Dargah police 
station to extend Eid greetings. Staff gave gifts to 
Fayaz and other children in the orphanage.

Man slits wife’s throat, son witnesses
First India Bureau

Pali: A drunken man 
Tarachand Odd, 45, res-
ident of  Bajrang Bari, 
killed his wife Usha 
Odd, 38, by slitting her 
throat at Bajrang Bari 
area of  Kotwali police 
station around 5.30 am 
on Wednesday. She was 
cooking food when an 
altercation ensued and 
the murder took place. 
When the son woke up 
after hearing the moth-
er’s scream, the ac-
cused father ran away 
from the spot. The po-
lice chased and caught 
him later. The woman 
died during treatment 
in the hospital, said SP 
Kaluram Rawat. Do-
mestic dispute is being 
told behind the inci-
dent.

“When I woke up, I 
saw my father was cut-
ting my mother’s neck 
with a knife. I ran to-
wards him and he ran 
away. The mother was 
immediately taken to 

the hospital, but she 
died,” said her son 
Suraj. The police said 
accused was booked for 
a murder in Gujarat 
earlier and remained in 
jail.

MAN STABS WIFE TO DEATH

MAN HACKS WIFE TO DEATH WITH AXE

Banswara: A woman succumbed to multiple knife 
wounds, allegedly inflicted by her husband, in 
the Kalinjara police state area on Tuesday night. 
The eyewitness, the minor daughter of the victim, 
reported the matter to the police. The police team 
recovered the body of Sangeeta wife of Prakash, 
lying in the pool of blood. Parkash works as a 
labourer in Gujarat.

Churu: A man, Hanuman, killed his wife 
Mamta, 30, by hitting 
her on head with an 
axe at Bhadang village 
of Churu, on Tuesday. 
DSP OP Godara said 
it seems incident 
was because of a bad 
relationship. Brother 
in Law Bajrang and 
others brought injured 
Mamta to the CHC, 
where doctors de-
clared her dead.  

Jaipur: The Jaipur police solved a kidnapping case in 
just 18 hours by rescuing the victim and arresting two 
abductors from Delhi. Amber police team banking on 
technical surveillance reached Delhi chasing alleged 
abductors and managed to arrest two key accused. 
Victim Rajmal Meena of Sawai Madhopur had come to 
Kukas with his cousin where he was abducted. ADCP 
Jaipur North Sumit Gupta led the operation.

JAIPUR POLICE RESCUES KIDNAPPED, 
TWO ARRESTED FROM DELHI

DIYA MEETS PRADHAN; SEEKS KVS 
IN MERTA, BHIM AND RAJSAMAND
New Delhi: MP Diya Kumari met Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra Pradhan during the 

Monsoon Session of the 
Parliament. She urged 
for opening Kendriya 
Vidyalayas in Merta, 
Rajsamand and Bhim 
assembly constituen-
cies falling under the 
Rajsamand parliamen-
tary constituency. She 

said that the sooner the process of approval of 
the Kendriya Vidyalayas are done, the more stu-
dents will get the benefit in the coming session. 

NEWS DIGEST

‘DRONACHARYA’ SPORTS COACH 
VIRENDRA POONIA FELICITATED 

HC dismisses plea against RAS-2018
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The Ra-
jasthan High Court 
dismissed the petition 
filed against RPSC in 
the main examination 
results of  RAS Re-
cruitment-2018. The  
bench of  Justice In-
derjit Singh said that 
the petitioners had 
challenged the process 
after appearing in the 
selection process.

The Supreme Court 
has decided that the 
answer keys cannot be 
available to the candi-

dates before the com-
plete selection pro-
cess. After the selec-
tion process, candi-

dates can have the an-
swer key.

The petition filed by 
Jayshree Sharma and 

185 others mentioned 
that RPSC had checked 
the answersheets 
through the screening 
method, due to which 
there may be errors in 
providing marks.

 Therefore, ineligible 
candidates have been 
selected for the inter-
view. RPSC has not pro-
vided the marksheets to 
the candidates who 
have failed the inter-
view. On behalf  of  
RPSC, previous recruit-
ment answer sheets 
were checked by the 
screening method.

The blood stained spot (inset) victim Usha Odd.

Accused Hanuman in the 
custody of the police.

Legal notice to JDA 
over Laxmi Vilas

Monsoon: Raj records 
25% deficit in rainfall

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: In the matter 
of  setting up Gandhi 
Darshan Museum at the 
land where Laxmi Vilas 
hotel is situated, the 
Central Park Bachao 
Sangharsh Samiti has 
served a legal notice to 
JDA. The samiti said 
that the construction is 
not possible as per the 
orders of  the High 
Court and Supreme 
Court. 

CM Ashok Gehlot 
had announced in the 
state budget to set up 
Gandhi Darshan Muse-
um, Mahatma Gandhi 
Institute of  Governance 
and Social Science at 
the spot. 

A senior official from 
the CM’s office recently 

visited the site. The hotel 
building will be demol-
ished for the museum.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: South west 
monsoon is evasive as 
Rajasthan has experi-
enced a 25 per cent defi-
cit as of  now, with most 
of  the districts experi-
encing below normal 
rains, however, a couple 
of  western districts are 
in surplus, including 
Jaisalmer.

The Met Department 
said as of  now eastern 
part of  the state is be-
low 37 per cent while 

western districts are 
better placed. Districts 
that have experienced 
excess rainfall, includ-
ing Jaisalmer 106 per 
cent, Churu 7 per cent, 
Bikaner 1 per cent and 
Sawai Madhopur re-
corded 3 per cent more 
rains than normal.

Few places in Bharat-
pur, Jaipur, Kota, Jodh-
pur and Udaipur and 
nearby areas are ex-
pected to see light to 
medium rainfall in next 
few days. 

RAJE SUPPORTERS EXPRESS 
ANGUISH BEFORE CT RAVI
First India Bureau

Jaipur: In the middle 
of  ongoing factional-
ism in BJP,  MLA Ka-
licharan Saraf, for-
mer MLA Rajpal Sin-
gh Shekhawat, Ashok 
Parnami,  all Vasund-
hara Raje supporters, 
and Narpat Singh Ra-
jvi expressed their an-
guish before BJP na-
tional general secre-
tary CT Ravi and 
spoke to him separate-
ly for abuot 20 min-
utes on Wednesday. 
They, as per sources, 
told Ravi that the state 
leadership is not lis-
tening to them and 
also talked about sus-
pension of  Dr Somya 
and expulsion of  Roh-
itash Sharma. Ravi 
listened to them and 
sought answers from 
his side as well.

Ravi on Wednesday 
said that BJP has be-
come very strong in 
Rajasthan and if  as-
sembly elections are 
held in the state now, 

the party will win 
with a thumping ma-
jority.

“During my visit to 
the state, I took 
ground level feedback 
from booth, mandal 
and district level par-
ty workers. The party 
has done a good ser-

vice across the state 
during the pandem-
ic,” he said.

He targeted Con-
gress government 
over farmers’ loan 
waiver, pending re-
cruitments, law and 
order and crime 
graph.

Criminals are roaming fearless-
ly. Policemen are being targeted 
now. What happened with a po-

lice inspector and a head constable in 
Sikar yesterday clearly shows the level 
of law and order during the Cong rule.
 —Satish Poonia, BJP president 

Neetu M Bhagotia virtually addressing the Interactive Session.

CT Ravi and Satish Poonia addressing the media in Jaipur.

The officials and jawans of India and Pakistan security forces exchange sweets at the international border in Barmer.

The Ajmer dargah remained deserted on the occasion of Eid on 
Wednesday due to Covid restrictions.  

`5 CR GOVT 
LAND FREED
JDA got about Rs 5 
cr govt land made 
trespass-free on 
Shiprapath road in 
front of Mansarovar 
fire station. The 
land is about 700 
square yards & was 
occupied by making 
a brick wall. CCE 
Raghuveer Saini said 
FIR has been filed 
against trespassers. 
Encroachment made 
by a brick wall at the 
road boundary near 
Triveni Nagar was 
also demolished.

Ministry of External Affairs re-
cently launched a new scheme by 
which an applicant can leverage 
DigiLocker platform of GoI while 

applying for passport related services.
 —Neetu M Bhagotia, Regional Passport Officer, Jaipur

Sadulpur: International coach Virendra Poonia was 
felicitated by local people on being appointed Chief 
Sports Officer (Training) of the Rajasthan Sports 
Council. Poonia is husband of Sadulpur MLA and 
Olympian Krishna Poonia, who also extended thanks 
to the people of her constituency Sadulpur and 
reiterated to give every help.

—
PHOTO BY ANAND SHARM
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First India Bureau

Jalore: The police have 
arrested a couple from 
Gujarat on charges of  
killing a taxi driver Bar-
kat, burning his dead 
body and throwing it 
into a well. Jalore SP 
Shyam Singh said Bar-
kat, allegedly had extra 
marital relation Haria, 
whose husband Galbar-
am hatched a plan to 
kidnap and kill Barkat. 
Haria met Barkat and 

asked him to drop her to 
the village when Gal-
baram following them 
and killed him at a se-
cluded place. Later, he 

burnt the dead body 
and disposed the re-
mains in a well and fled 
to Gujarat along with 
his wife Haria.
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Jaipur: After the sec-
ond wave of  Corona has 
stopped, now there is 
good news for those 
travelling by air. Indigo 
has started flights to 6 
cities simultaneously 
from Jaipur airport. 
There are 6 flights from 
Jaipur to Mumbai. Now 
more than 25 flights are 
flying from Jaipur In-
ternational Airport. 
There are two flights for 
Ahmedabad and one 
each for other cities.

6 more flights resume ops from Jaipur
AIR TRAVEL INCHING BACK TO NORMAL

INDIGO FLIGHTS 
TO 6 CITIES

Indigo flights have start-
ed operations directly 

to 6 cities from Jaipur to 
Dehradun, Pune, Chandi-
garh, Kolkata, Ahmedabad 
and Mumbai. 

9 FLIGHTS TO 
FLY FROM AUG 1

From August 1, 9 new 
flights will start their 

operations from Jaipur 
to other cities including 
Bangalore, Delhi, Mum-
bai, Kolkata, Srinagar.

6E-5343: Depart for Mumbai at 8.25 am
6E-7276: Depart for Dehradun at 9.10 am
6E-6724: Depart for Pune at 2.20 pm

6E-7274: Depart for Chandigarh at 5.25 pm
6E-7275: Depart for Ahmedabad at 9.15 pm
6E-6237: Depart for Kolkata at 9.30 pm

NEW FLIGHT SCHEDULE AS FOLLOWS...

First India Bureau

Jaipur: PCC Chief  and 
Education Minister Go-
vind Singh Dotasra on 
Wednesday reacted to 
allegations of  his rela-
tives getting favours in 
RAS selections. He said 
RAS is a very prestig-
ious examination of  
Rajasthan and RPSC 
conducts the examina-
tion with transparency. 

Dotasra said it is 
only propaganda run 
on social media. “My 
son Avinash passed 
away in 2016 and he 
was not even engaged. 
When my daughter-in-
law passed the exam, 
there was BJP rule in 
the state. In Hanuman-
garh five sisters have 
become RAS. Are they 
my relatives too? Those 
who fail in the exam 
adopt such tactics to 
overcome their frustra-
tion. This way, I would 
have got selected in 
RAS by all relatives 
and people from my 
constituency,” PCC 
Chief  Dotasra said.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Leader of  Op-
position Gulab Chand 
Kataria and BJP State 
President Satish Poonia 
have demanded an ex-
planation from PCC 
President Govind Singh 
Dotasra regarding se-
lection of  his relatives 
in the RAS.

Poonia said that can-
didates are Dotasra’s 
family members, so he 
should react on the mat-
ter. “If  the government 
always talks about neu-
trality, then Dotasra 
should come forward,” 
Poonia said. He also 
said that if  someone is 
selected from the family 
of  a person holding a 
high position in politics 
fraternity, then ques-
tions arise. 

WAR OF WORDS ON SELECTION OF KIN TO RAS

Govind Singh Dotasra reacted to allegations on 
his relatives, says those who fail in the exam 

adopt such tactics to overcome their frustration

Gulab Chand Kataria demands an explanation, 
says that how come it is a miracle for 3 members 
of same family to get same marks in an interview

TALENT FIRST! COINCIDENCE?

This is definitely a matter of in-
vestigation. I can’t blame any-
one right away, but I think 

something or the other may come out of 
this miracle. Matter should be investigated. 
Children can be talented, but it should be 
properly tested so that the truth comes out
                  —Gulab Chand Kataria, Leader of Opposition

Students who are talented are 
successful, for exams & inter-
view board members & experts 

sit. There is nothing to do with politician. 
It should not be a matter of whose number 
came. Being someone’s relative or known 
does not give numbers in the interview

—Govind Singh Dotasra, PCC Chief

Satish Poonia

NEWS DIGEST

JALORE SP SENDS REPORT TO CMO IN 
PRAKASH VISHNOI ABDUCTION CASE
Jalore: A day after the son of forest minister Sukh-
ram Bishnoi was accused of having involvement 
in the abduction of Prakash 
Vishnoi, Chief Minister’s office 
sought a factual report from 
Jalore SP. The SP has for-
warded the report to the CMO. 
Meanwhile, the forest minister 
defended his son Bhupendra 
Bishnoi saying all the allega-
tions against him are baseless. 
He said his son has nothing to do with this matter 
and the police are also saying that he has no role in 
the matter. A young businessman Prakash Vish-
noi was kidnapped last week. He appeared before 
additional SP Anukriti Ujjainiya and blamed that he 
was abducted and beaten at the behest of Bhupen-
dra Bishnoi. Prakash was allegedly kidnapped for 
ransom of Rs 50 lakh on Saturday. 

ROADWAYS TO AID COMMUTERS AS 
PRIVATE BUS ‘CHAKKA JAM’ TODAY
Jaipur: Ailing Rajasthan Roadways is bracing 
up for unexpected gains, as the passenger load 
to see a bulge due to strike called by private 
bus operators across the state. Roadways 
officers say, we have enough fleet ready and any 
decision will be based on the need subject to 
availability of driver and conductors. Meanwhile, 
29K private buses to remain off the road, claim 
Bus Owners Association Rajasthan.

KHATU SHYAM JI TEMPLE DOORS TO 
REOPEN FOR DEVOTEES TODAY
Sikar: After 117 days, Khatu Shyam 
Ji temple will reopen door for 
devotees from today. Over 12,000 
devotees will be able to visit the 
temple in three phases through 
online registration. SDM Ashok 
Ranwan said devotees who come 
to visit temple must carry RT-PCR tests or first 
corona vaccination certificate.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Health Minis-
ter, Dr Raghu Sharma 
reacted to no deaths 
due to the oxygen 
shortage during 
the second wave 
of  Covid-19. He 
said, “There’s 
been a short-

age of  oxygen. CM sent 
3 ministers to Delhi to 
demand a specific 
amount of  Oxygen dur-
ing shortage. We need-
ed 600 metric tons but 

we just received 400. 
Our management 
was good so we 

averted huge 
mishaps.”

Our mgmt averted huge 
mishaps, says Dr Raghu

HC notice to babus on 
corona & black fungus HC refuses to entertain plea 

on online classes up to class 8

Rajasthan govt makes 
amendments in mining 
leases & quarry licences

Over 200 guests fall ill due to food 
poisoning after a marriage feast

OXYGEN SHORTAGE

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Rajasthan HC 
has issued notice to 
Home Ministry, Chief  
Secretary and Health 
Secretary and others 
asking why dependents 
of  those died by corona 
and black fungus are not 
being compensated 
from the State Disaster 
Response Fund. 

Bench of  CJ Indrajit 
Mahanty & Justice Sat-
ish Sharma issued the 

notices while hearing a 
PIL filed by Tanay Jain.

The petitioner said 
that state govt has de-
clared corona & black 
fungus as a disaster but 
compensation is not be-
ing given from the State 
Disaster Response Fund 
created with the help of  
Central Government.

Whereas according to 
the guideline issued, 25 
percent of  this fund can 
be used to pay compen-
sation to dependents.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: CJ Indrajit 
Mahanty and Justice 
Satish Sharma refuse 
to interfere in the pe-
titions filed against 
online classes for stu-
dents up to class 8. 
They stated that the 
HC and SC had given 

directions concerning 
online classes and 
fees. Therefore, now 
there is no need to 
pass a separate order 
in this matter.

In petitions filed on 
behalf  of  Banshidhar 
Badaya and others, 
student health had 
been affected by tak-

ing online classes as 
young kids have to 
spend hours in front 
of  the screen. Due to 
the economic condi-
tions, people are still 
struggling with finan-
cial problems as par-
ents need to provide 
mobiles phones for 
their classes. 

COVID-19 UPDATE

9,53,437
22 Cases in a day

TOTAL CASES

8,951
0 Death in a day

TOTAL DEATHS

9,44,128
55 Recovered  

in a day

TOTAL RECOVERED

358
95 cases  
in Jaipur

ACTIVE CASES 

Couple held for killing, burning 
dead body of woman’s lover

Haria and Galbaram in the Jalore police custody.

First India Bureau

Dausa: About 200 peo-
ple became victims of  
vomiting and diarrhoea 
due to food poisoning 
caused by eating food in 
a marriage ceremony at 
Murlipur village of  
Pancholi gram pan-
chayat of  Dausa. On 
Tuesday evening, 60 
people complained of  
vomiting and diarrhoea 
and a medical team 
gave them treatment.

After this, on Wednes-
day, suddenly the num-
ber of  patients in-

creased to about 200. 
Sick people have been 
admitted to govern-
ment hospitals in Man-

pur and Sikrai. At the 
same time, many people 
are taking treatment at 
private clinics.

The preliminary inves-
tigation has revealed 

adulteration in ghee, 
brought from Alwar, that 
was used to cook food 
for the feast. Samples have been taken and sent 
for examination, said Sikrai BCMHO Dr Amit Mee-
na. The situation is under control now. In such a 
situation, the possibility of adulteration in ghee is 
being expressed. Pancholi Sarpanch Gulab Bairwa 
also suffered from vomiting, diarrhoea and fever.

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 

Nirmal Tiwari

Jaipur: Rajasthan govt 
has made amendment 
in rules to issue mining 
leases & quarry licenc-
es to those who have 
consent of  land owners.

Earlier, only land 
holder used to get min-
ing permission on pvt 
land but now those who 
have their consent will 
also be issued lease & 
license.

ACS Mines Dr Sub-
odh Agarwal said that 
state govt has imple-
mented new provisions 
by making necessary 
amendments in the Ra-
jasthan Minor Mineral 
Concession Rules, 2017.

A notifica-
tion has 
been issued 

after amendment as 
per the budget an-
nouncement. Min-
ing activities have 
been made more 
transparent & dy-
namic. This will in-
crease participation 
of local youth in 
mining in the state.

—Pramod Jain Bhaya,  
Mines Minister
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Dharmendra Pradhan 
@dpradhanbjp

Congratulate @DRDO_India for 
successfully fl ight-testing surface-to-air 
missile Akash-NG from the Integrated 

Test Range off the coast of Odisha. 
The new generation missile will give a 

massive boost to India’s fi re power and 
strengthen the Indian armed forces.

Subramanian Swamy 
@Swamy39

It was Yeddiruppa who fi rst brought 
BJP to power in Karnataka. Some 
conspired to remove him since he 
would not be a chamcha. Without 
Him BJP could not return power in 

the State. Only upon his return to BJP 
could the party win again. Why repeat 

the same mistake?

SPIRITUAL SPEAK

Pleasures conceived in the 
world of the senses have a 

beginning and an end 
and give birth to misery.

—Bhagavad Gita

TOP TWEET

COVID-19: LATEST 
SEROLOGICAL SURVEY 
FINDINGS DEMAND 
FULL CAUTION 

atest serological sur-
vey which also cov-
ered children has 
confirmed the worst 
fears of  the third 

wave of  Covid-19. The survey 
found that two-thirds of  the pop-
ulation above the age of  six has 
already been infected by the vi-
rus. The presence of  antibodies 
in 67.6 percent of  the 28,975 per-
sons tested confirms the arrival 
of  the third wave. In the earlier 
sero-survey carried out in Au-
gust, only 7.1 percent people were 
found to have antibodies. Though 
the increase is significant, the 
good news is that its ferocity is 
nowhere like the second wave.

Director-General of  the Indi-
an Council of  Medical Research, 
Dr Balram Bhargava advised 
caution as 40 crore people were 
still vulnerable. “The epidemic 
was far from over,” he warned. 
The prime minister has also 
warned against flouting Covid 
protocol. These warnings 
should be taken seriously if  an-
other round of  suffering and 
deaths has to be avoided. The 
lives of  millions cannot be held 
ransom by a few thousand peo-
ple bent on causing havoc.

L

Promoted by First India 
News International Pvt. Ltd.

o, no one died of  
oxygen shortage 
during the second 
wave of  the pan-
demic. This was 

indirectly stated by the Union 
Minister for Health Mansukh 
Mandaviya told parliament, 
“Prime Minister repeatedly 
told the states…deaths have 
to be registered. There is no 
reason to hide. It’s the respon-
sibility of  the states. We keep 
a record of  data provided by 
the states. That’s all the Cen-
tral government has to do.”  

Union Minister of  State 
for Health and Family Wel-
fare, Bharati Pravin Pawar, 
giving a similar information 
in the Rajya Sabha also 
blamed the states and Union 
territories for not “specifi-
cally” reporting any death 
due to lack of  oxygen supply. 
The government also said 
that health being a state sub-
ject they ought to have re-
corded deaths caused due to 
shortage of  oxygen.

Delhi’s Health Minister 
Satyendar Jain called the 
government’s statement 
completely false. As per re-
ports, 21 people died of  oxy-

gen shortage at one hospital 
in Delhi. Ideally, an investiga-
tion should have been done 
into these deaths. Not just 
Delhi, shortage of  oxygen 
caused scores of  deaths in 
Goa, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh and several other 
states. Most of  the states 
have, however, denied any 
death due to lack of  oxygen.  

Although technically cor-
rect, the Centre’s stand is a 
cause of  worry. What if  the 
states register the cause of  
death being cardiac arrest, 
which is how it is generally 
done? If  the common man 
who has lost so much to COV-
ID is to get any solace, then 
the Centre will have to take a 
firm stand on this issue. 
States have to come clear. 

IS THERE A COVER-UP 
BY STATES AND UTs

Delhi’s Health Minister 
Satyendar Jain called the 

government’s statement 
completely false. As per 
reports, 21 people died of 
oxygen shortage at one 

hospital in Delhi.

S

n Jaya 2, we discussed the ge-
ographies of  the most promi-
nent allies of  the Pandavas: 
the Panchalas, the Matsyas, 
the Kekayas, Bahalikas and 
the Chedis. In this edition, 
we will talk about the king-
dom of  Kasi, Kulinda, Nagas, 
Ashmakas, Cheras (Udra 
Keralas) and the Ashvamed-
ha. That almost every tribe/
king in all corners of  Bharat 
was a participant of  the Ma-
habharat becomes ever clear-
er as we proceed further in 
our research.

Kasi-the ancient name of  
Benares or Varanasi was part 
of  Kosala region, and salient 
to the story of  Mahabharata- 
for her princesses, Amba, 
Ambika and Ambalika- had 
been kidnapped by Bheesh-
ma in open court for the Kuru 
king Vichitravirya. However, 
Amba refused, as he was in 
love with a Salwa king and 
entered the embers of  Agni to 
be reborn as Shikhandi and 
cause the death of  Bheeshma. 
During the Mahabharat war, 
the Kasi princes Prakant and 
Vibhu led the Kasi army on 
the side of  the Pandavas.

The mountain tribe of  
Kulindas with their king-
doms in mountains and for-
ests (vana-rashtras) lived in 
the area surrounded by the 
rivers Sutlej, Beas and Yamu-
na and extending in the foot-
hills of  Himalayas – from Sir-
maur to Pragyotisha. They 
took part in the Kurukshetra 
War siding with the Panda-
vas. They possessed war-ele-
phants and were deployed by 
the Pandavas against  Kripa, 
Shakuni and Duryodhana.

The area around Rishikesh 
was the Naga territory where 
Arjuna had a son, Iravan with 
Ulupi – the Naga princess. 
Naga territory was so called 
because of  the abundance of  
serpents, and their tradition 

of  serpent worship. Some Na-
gas also fought on the side of  
the Kauravas for they were 
upset with Pandavas for hav-
ing burnt the serpents along 
with the Khandwa Forest.

Ghatotkacha  and his Rak-
shasa kingdom controlled the 
Kamyaka Forest on the banks 
of  the Saraswati River. It lay 
to the west of  the Kurukshet-
ra plain. It contained within 
it a lake called the Kamyaka 
lake situated at the head of  
the Thar desert. The Panda-
vas discovered this during 
their years of  exile, and the 
place is described as the fa-
vourite haunt of  ascetics, sit-
uated on a level and wild plain 
on the banks of  the Saraswati 
abounding in birds and deer.

From here we move to-

wards the Deccan, where 
Ashvamedha was an ancient 
kingdom during Mahabhara-
ta times. King Rochamana 
and his troops participated 
in the Kurukshetra War. Al-

though they had been defeat-
ed by Bhima, Rochamana 
still chose the Pandava side. 
He and his brother were 
killed by Dronacharya.

Deep South, Keralas or 
Udra Keralas-a dynasty men-
tioned in Sanskrit epics of  
ancient India took part in the 
Kurukshetra War on the side 
of  the Pandavas. The epic 
says: The Pandavas, headed 
by Vrikodara (Bhima), ad-
vanced against the Kauravas. 
They were supported by the 
Dravida forces: and the Pan-
dyas, the Cholas, and the Ker-
alas, surrounded by a mighty 
array, all possessed of  broad 
chests, long arms, tall stat-
ues, and large eyes. 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY 

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

I

Ghatotkacha  and his 
Rakshasa kingdom 

controlled the 
Kamyaka Forest on the 
banks of the Saraswati 
River. It lay to the west of 
the Kurukshetra plain. It 

contained within it a 
lake called the Kamyaka 
lake situated at the head 

of the Thar desert

The mountain tribe of 
Kulindas with their 

kingdoms in mountains 
and forests (vana-rashtras) 

lived in the area 
surrounded by the rivers 

Sutlej, Beas and Yamuna 
and extending in the 

foothills of Himalayas – 
from Sirmaur to 

Pragyotisha. They took part 
in the Kurukshetra War 

siding with the Pandavas
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Anita Hada

New Delhi: The ruling 
coalition of  political 
parties in Jahrkhand 
has good understanding 
within itself, but it ap-
pears that one of  the 
prime partner of  the 
coalition - Congress- is 
marred with internal 
discord. From the day 
the government was 
formed, discussions of  
revolt of  Congress 
MLAs are going on to 
the tune that every now 
and then minor at-
tempts are being made 
to ‘hurt’ the party. 

Just last week, when 
six Congress MLAs 
went to Delhi, a major 
panic situation gripped 
Ranchi and Chief  Min-
ister Hemant Soren’s 

entire administration 
was upset. The depar-
ture of  the MLAs was 
detected by the arrange-
ments put in at the air-
port. The Delhi visit of  
the MLAs was well 
planned, and was found 
out at the last minute 
when the ticket and 
PNR check of  the jour-
ney of  an MLA was 
done. It was found that 
three or four MLAs 
were ticketed on one 
PNR. After this the gov-
ernment was alerted by 
the administration and 
in turn, the Congress 
leadership was alerted 
from Ranchi.

This occurred after 
senior Congress leader 
Subodh Kant Sahai as-
sured  the MLAs of  
speaking with them 

one-on-one in Delhi. 
Congress has 18 MLAs 
in Jharkhand and with 
their ambitions soaring 
the seventh heaven, 

four MLAs are doing all 
they can to be inducted 
in the state cabinet. 
None of  the party’s four 
women MLAs have 

been made ministers 
and therefore, they are 
pressurising the party 
to let one of  them be in-
ducted as minister. 

However, despite 
this, the possibility of  
party breaking away in 
Jharkhand is negligible 
sine there are at least 
six Congress MLAs 
who have won from 
tribal and Christian 
majority seats and they 
know that it will be dif-
ficult to win on a BJP 
ticket if  by-elections 
are held or if  they go to 
the polls again. Because 
of  this, only five-six 
MLAs are running to 
Delhi in the hopes of  
scoring big. 

The second thing in 
favor of  the Congress 
and the government is 

that there is no leader in 
the state BJP who can 
take the initiative to 
destabilize the govern-
ment. Babulal Marandi 
was included in the par-
ty by the BJP with great 
expectation, but after 
being elected the leader 
of  26 MLAs, he has not 
yet got the status of  
Leader of  Opposition. 
When there is no pres-
sure on the BJP to make 
him the leader of  the op-
position, then who will 
try to make him the 
chief  minister! Apart 
from him, the other 
three leaders are not 
MLAs. While Arjun 
Munda and Annapurna 
Devi are ministers in 
the central government, 
Raghuvar Das lost the 
last assembly election.

POLITICAL ROW

‘Conflicted’ Congress still strong in Jharkhand! 

NEWS DIGEST

MUMBAI RAINS TO CROSS 2K MM-
MARK SOON; RED ALERT IN MMR
Mumbai: A red alert has been issued for Mumbai 

and Thane as 
incessant rains 
continue in the 
financial capital and 
its suburbs, resulting 
in waterlogging 
in several areas. 
According to 

the latest forecast, there’s no respite in sight, 
with Regional Meteorological Centre in Mumbai 
predicting rainfall to continue over Mumbai, Thane, 
Palghar and Raigad. “Most parts of Mumbai received 
intense spells during past 6 hours. Trend very likely 
to continue over Mumbai Thane, and Raigad.”

OXYGEN SHORTAGE KILLED 36 IN 
KARNATAKA HOSPITAL, SAYS HC
Karnataka : Acommittee constituted by the 

Karnataka High 
Court has found that 
36 patients died in 
Chamarajanagar 
district hospital 
due to a lack of 
oxygen during the 
second wave of 

the Covid-19 pandemic. However, Deputy Chief 
Minister CN Ashwathnarayan denied the findings 
of the report and said oxygen shortage did not lead 
to the deaths.He said, “The logistical issues and 
negligence of that institution [Chamarajnagar district 
hospital] cannot be reflected as oxygen shortage. 
It was the negligence of that respective institution 
and individuals. In the state of Karnataka, with the 
support of the GOI, we were able to manage the 
oxygen supply.”

COURT: PAINED BY LAX ATTITUDE 
OF COPS IN MASJID ARSON CASE
New Delhi: A Delhi court said that it was 

“pained to see 
the lackadaisi-
cal attitude 
of the police” 
which did not 
disclose before 
a trial court that 
it had registered 

a separate FIR into arson which took place at 
Madina Masjid during Delhi riots and said it 
reflected “callous attitude” adopted by the in-
vestigating agency. The observations were made 
by Additional Sessions Judge Vinod Yadav who 
accepted revision petition filed by Delhi Police 
and sent back the record to the ACMM. ACMM 
passed order for registration of FIR in the case.

PAWAR ASKS POLICE TO CRACK 
DOWN ON ILLEGAL HOARDINGS
Pune: Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister 

Ajit Pawar on 
Wednesday said 
the police and 
civic authorities 
are free to take 
action against 
“unauthorised” 
hoardings that 

have been put up in Pune and Pimpri Chinchwad 
to wish him on his birthday. Scores of hoardings 
have been put up in Pune and neighbouring 
Pimpri Chinchwad wishing Pawar and Leader 
of Opposition Devendra Fadnavis, who share a 
birthday on July 22.

ENCROACHMENT AT GRAVEYARD, 
HC ASKS SDMC TO LOOK INTO IT

GAUHATI HC STAYS ARUNACHAL 
ORDER ON BAN ON WORK PERMITS

New Delhi:  The Delhi High Court 
has asked the Delhi government, 
Delhi Waqf Board and SDMC to 
look into the grievances of an  
organisation alleging encroach-
ment and unauthorised construc-
tion at a graveyard at Bahadur 
Shah Zafar Marg here.

New Delhi: The Gauhati High Court Monday stayed 
a notification by the Arunachal Pradesh government 
that said temporary permits to enter the state for 
work could be issued to only those who had been 
vaccinated against Covid-19. The court said that the 
notification discriminated between vaccinated and 
unvaccinated persons and violated Articles 14.

KANGANA MOVES 
HC TO QUASH ALL 
DEFAMATION CASE
New Delhi: Kangana Ranaut 
moved Bombay HC against 
the criminal defamation case 

proceedings 
directed by 
the Met-
ropolitan 
Magistrate 
at Andheri, 
Mumbai. The 
case against 

Ranaut was filed by Javed 
Akhtar. Ranaut had earlier 
received a bail order from the 
Andheri court in March after 
she had challenged the  
available warrant issued 
against her in the defamation 
case.  —ANI

IN THE COURTYARD

Punjab Rift Widens! In a show of 
strength, Sidhu hosts 62 Cong MLAs
Cong has 80 MLAs in Assembly out of which 62 turned up at PCC chief’s residence
Chandigarh: Contrary 
to the expectations of  
the Congress top brass, 
in spite of  a rejig in the 
Punjab unit, tussle be-
tween Captain Ama-
rinder Singh and Navjot 
Singh Sidhu continues. 
On Wednesday in a 
‘show of  strength’, Sid-
hu hosted 62 MLAs for 
breakfast at his palatial 
Amritsar home. 

Missing was CM Cap-
tain Amarinder Singh, 
who held a separate 
meeting with as many 
as 15 MLAs at his resi-
dence. It might have 
gone unnoticed by many, 
but the Opposition BJP 
has been keeping a 
count of  MLAs siding 
the two leaders.

“Why should Sidhu 
apologise (to CM)? It’s 
not a public issue. CM 

has not solved many is-
sues. In that case, he 
should also apologise to 
the public,” Congress 
MLA Pargat Singh said.

MLA Madan Lal Jalal-
pur said, “I have faith 
that 2022 Assembly polls 
will be won because of  
Sidhu. CM’s advisers 

are misleading him. Due 
to this, Punjab is going 
backward.”

“The day Sidhu was 
appointed as the Punjab 
party President, about 5 
per cent of  votes for 
Congress increased. 
The youth who were 
leaving Congress and 

joining the AAP party 
came back because of  
this. I am sure that at 
least 20 per cent of  votes 
for Congress will in-
crease because of  Sid-
hu,” he added.

Taking to his official 
Twitter handle, BJP 
spokesperson RP Singh 

informed that the ‘game 
in Punjab Congress has 
just begun’ and then 
went on to declare the 
scores. “Sidhu-62, Cap-
tain-15”, he wrote. 

Meanwhile, Congress 
leader KC Venugopal, 
earlier in the day, asked 
the public ‘not to worry’ 
about the Punjab situa-
tion. He said, “Every-
thing will be settled, 
both are our leaders.” 
This comes even as 
Venugopal, who is con-
sidered close to the Con-
gress ‘High Command’ 
was asked about the 
Punjab CM’s spokesper-
son insisting on Monday 
that Captain Amarinder 
would only meet Sidhu 
after the latter publicly 
apologized for all that 
he’s said about him over 
the last few years. —ANI

MLAs arrive to meet Punjab Congress chief Navjot Singh Sidhu, at his residence in Amritsar on 
Wednesday.  —PHOTO BY ANI

New Delhi: An alleged 
porn shoot inside a bun-
galow near Mumbai ear-
lier this year spurred a 
sprawling investigation 
that led to the arrest of  
businessman Raj Kun-
dra, actor Shilpa Shet-
ty’s husband, on Monday. 
The trail that started in 
February went cold mid-
way but picked up pace 
again in the past weeks, 
says Mumbai Police.

On February 4, chas-
ing a tip-off, the police 
raided a bungalow in 
Madh Island, a popular 
beach getaway in north 
Mumbai. 5 people were 
caught shooting a porn 
film and were arrested.

The police swooped in 
when two persons were 
being filmed nude, “in 
intimate poses”, accord-
ing to an officer. A wom-
an rescued from the bun-
galow became a com-
plainant, setting off  the 
investigation.

The police inquiry 
soon shifted to apps on 
which the pornographic 
clips were uploaded and 
shared, especially “Hot-
shots”. This is where the 
police picked up a trail to 
Umesh Kamat, who 
worked for UK-based 
firm Kenrin Pvt Ltd. Ka-
mat happened to be a for-
mer personal assistant 
of  Kundra and he report-
edly named him during 
his questioning.  —Agencies

A bungalow 
raid that led 
to Raj’s arrest

China ups activity 
at LAC in U’khand

New Delhi: Engaged 
in a military stand 
off  with India in 
Ladakh since last 
year, the Chinese 
Army has increased 
its activities along 
the Barahoti area in 
Uttarakhand along 
the Line of  Actual 
Control there as a 
platoon of  the Peo-
ple’s Liberation 
Army was seen oper-
ating recently.  

“Recently a pla-

toon (around 35 
troops) of  PLA were 
seen operating 
around Barahoti area 
in Uttarakhand and 
surveyed the area 
around there. Chi-
nese have been seen 
doing some activity 
around this area af-
ter a significant gap,” 
sources said. The 
sources said the In-
dian side has also 
made adequate ar-
rangements.  —ANI

Chinese army and Indian army —FILE PHOTO

25 KILLED IN CENTRAL CHINA 
FLOODS, MILITARY DEPLOYED
New Delhi: At least 25 people were killed 
including 12 who were trapped in a flooded 
subway in Zhengzhou, the capital of central 
China’s Henan province, following rare tor-
rential rains in recent histor. Photographs 
and videos posted on social media showed 
commuters trapped in floodwaters.

Amid talk about CM Yediyurappa’s 
exit, guessing game on successor 
New Delhi: As the spec-
ulation within the rul-
ing BJP circles persists 
over whether B S Yedi-
yurappa’s exit as the 
Karnataka Chief  Minis-
ter is on the cards, talks 
in the party around his 
possible successor have 
been gaining momen-
tum with the guessing 
game in full swing.

Yediyurappa, who is 
completing two years in 
office on July 26, had 
dismissed reports in 

some quarters that the 
party’s central leader-
ship is actively mulling 
to replace him. Several 
names are doing the 
rounds as a possible re-

placement for the 78-
year old Lingayat 
s t ro n g m a n . T h o u g h 
there is a long list of  as-
pirants for the post, the 
challenge before the 
party will be finding 
suitable replacement 
who can fill Yediyurap-
pa’s “big” shoes, a BJP 
functionary said.

It is said that the BJP 
is hoping to bring in a 
generational shift in 
the state’s leadership, 
and smooth transition.

West Bengal: BJP MLA 
and Leader of  Opposi-
tion in West Bengal As-
sembly Suvendu Adhi-
kari on Wednesday said 
the alleged post-poll vio-
lence in the state was a 
“genocide-like event” 
and it outdid the 1946 
Calcutta riots.

At an event in Kolka-
ta, Adhikari offered flo-
ral tribute to BJP work-
ers who were allegedly 
killed during the post-
poll violence in West 
Bengal. “I bow to all of  
BJP workers who lost 
their lives in political 
violence,” he said. —ANI

Suvendu: WB 
poll violence a 
Genocide

Will probe any credible 
proof of misuse, says 
Pegasus maker NSO
New Delhi: Israel’s 
NSO, the developer of  
military grade spy-
ware Pegasus which 
has allegedly been 
used by multiple na-
tions for snooping on 
politicians, judiciary, 
officials, activists and 
journalists, today said 
it will no longer re-
spond to media inquir-
ies. The expose by 17 
news organisations 
across the world since 
Sunday, it said, was a 
“planned and well-or-
chestrated media cam-
paign lead by Forbid-
den Stories and 
pushed by special in-
terest groups”.

“NSO will thorough-
ly investigate any cred-
ible proof  of  misuse of  

its technologies, as we 
always had, and will 
shut down the system 
where necessary,” a 
spokesperson said.

Since Sunday, NSO 
has been denying that 
the leaked list on which 
the media investiga-
tions are based, is re-
lated to possible tar-
gets of  surveillance.

But media houses 
which conducted the 
investigations on the 
leaked lists accessed 
by Amnesty Interna-
tional and Paris-
based news non-profit 
Forbidden Stories, 
said forensic tests on 
some of  the targeted 
phones and found 
traces of  Pegasus ac-
tivation.

Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren
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CRUCIAL READ

New Delhi : Five-time Paralympian shooter Naresh 
Kumar Sharma has moved the Delhi HC over not 

being selected for 
the upcoming Tokyo 
games. Sharma, who 
is an Arjuna Awardee 
and Rajiv Gandhi 
State Sports Awar-
dee, has alleged that 
the selection panel, 

Paralympic Committee of India (PCI), deliberately and 
arbitrarily ignored his name for the Paralympics. 

PARALYMPIAN SHOOTER MOVES HC 
FOR NOT BEING SELECTED FOR GAMES

New Delhi: The world’s richest man, & Amazon 
founder Jeff Bezos successfully completed completed 

an 11-minute ride 
to the cusp of outer 
space. Bezos in a 
conference after his 
trip, thanked the 
workers of Amazon 
for “paying” for 
his trip. However, 
the well-intended 

gratitude has failed to resonate with critics who have 
accused the billionaire of being “tone-deaf”.

JEFF THANKS WORKERS FOR FUNDING 
HIS SPACE TRIP, SPARKS BACKLASH

Mumbai:  The challenges athletes are facing in the 
2020 Tokyo Olympic will be a different kind of stress 

as the Covid-19 cas-
es keep rising. How-
ever, the 119-strong 
Indian contingent is 
expected to do well 
this time, national 
badminton coach P 
Gopichand felt, who 

also added that the Indian contingent will return with 
at least 10 medals. “I’m sure (PV) Sindhu will pull 
it off. Even though the men’s double pair of Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy, Chirag Shetty might have got a 
tough draw, they too will do well. In the men’s sin-
gles, Sai Praneeth is expected to go all the way,” Gopi 
said at the webinar organised by Hyderabad-based 
Heartfulness Institute & Dhyana who are the official 
meditation partner of India contingent to Tokyo.

INDIANS WILL RETURN WITH MEDALS 
IN DOUBLE DIGITS, SAYS GOPICHAND

Firozabad:  A professor, who allegedly made de-
rogatory remarks against Union Minister Smriti Irani 
on Facebook, was sent to jail after he surrendered in 
a court in Uttar Pradesh’s Firozabad. Professor Sha-
haryar Ali surrendered to Additional Sessions Judge 
Anurag Kumar and filed an interim bail application. 
The judge however, cancelled the bail plea, after 
which the professor was sent to jail, news agency 
PTI reported. Police had charged Shaharyar Ali, 
head of the History department at SRK College, in 
March for an alleged obscene Facebook post against 
the Women and Child Development Minister.

UP PROFESSOR JAILED FOR OBSCENE 
FACEBOOK POST ON SMRITI IRANI 

New Delhi: The health condition of former Uttar 
Pradesh CM Kalyan Singh is critical and he has 
been put on life support system, Sanjay Gandhi 
Post Graduate Institute of Medical Sciences in 
Lucknow said. “Kalyan ji’s health status is critical. 
He has been intubated and put on life saving sup-

port system since 
Tuesday evening. 
His clinical param-
eters are being 
closely monitored 
by the expert 
Consultants,” the 
hospital said. The 
senior faculty of 

the critical care medicine (CCM), cardiology, neph-
rology, neurology and endocrinology are keeping a 
close watch on all the aspects related to his health, 
it said.SGPGIMS Director R K Dhiman is closely 
monitoring his treatment on a daily basis, it said.

FORMER UP CM KALYAN SINGH’S 
CONDITION CRITICAL, SAYS HOSPITAL

Determination of...
2.30 lakh metric tonnes 
of  food grains are being 
allocated per month. In 
the last 10 years, a large 
number of  families 
have become eligible for 
NFSA. Due to the ex-
treme circumstances of  
Covid-19, the livelihood 
of  the people has also 
been adversely affected 
and they also need food 
security,” Gehlot said 
and urged that on the 
basis of  the estimated 
population of  8 crore in 
the year 2021, the Gov-
ernment of  India should 
provide food security to 

about 74 lakh additional 
persons in the state.

The Chief  Minister 
said that due to the cir-
cumstances of  Corona, 
the census of  the coun-
try to be held in the year 
2021 will be delayed. “In 
such a situation, there 
is a possibility of  delay 
in re-determining the 
number of  eligible per-
sons coming under the 
purview of  food securi-
ty,” he said and request-
ed the Prime Minister to 
restart the currently 
closed appellate process 
for adding the names of  
the beneficiaries.

Gehlot has requested 
that if  the Central Gov-
ernment is facing diffi-
culty in re-fixing the 
ceiling limit on the ba-
sis of  population in-
crease, then the present 
ceiling limit should be 
increased to ensure 
complete distribution 
of  food grains allotted 
to 4 crore 46 lakh benefi-
ciaries to the state. 
“Only 5 percent of  the 
beneficiaries of  other 
deprived eligible catego-
ry should be allowed to 
be added. In these 5 per-
cent deprived people, 
helpless people suffer-

ing from corona, single 
women, disabled, suf-
fering from serious dis-
eases like silicosis etc. 
and other needy per-
sons can be included,” 
Gehlot stressed.

‘Khela Hobe’...
live on giant television 
screens. “Three things 
make democracy -- me-
dia, judiciary and the 
Election Commission -- 
and Pegasus has cap-
tured all three,” said 
Banerjee, whose neph-
ew and senior party 
leader Abhishek Baner-
jee was also a potential 

target for surveillance. 
She added, “Spygiri is 
going on and BJP has 
bulldozed our federal 
structure. Phones of  
ministers and judges 
are being tapped.’’

Calling the Israeli 
military grade spyware 
“dangerous” and “fero-
cious”, Banerjee said 
she cannot talk to other 
opposition leaders now 
as her phone is also 
tapped. “I cannot talk to 
you people. To Sharad 
Pawar, Delhi Chief  Min-
ister, Goa Chief  Minis-
ter... I have put leuco-
plast on my (phone) 

camera. This govt 
should also be plastered 
over,”  she said.

Khattar accuses...
for women, youth and 
backward classes but 
Congress always has a 
target of  getting in-
volved with certain 
forces to derail the pro-
ceedings whenever 
there is a possibility of  
a good thing.” Question-
ing the timing of  the 
controversy, Khattar 
said, “Their (Congress) 
timing is always set. 
When they see they 
have nothing else to de-

bate on, they indulge in 
such things and hatch a 
conspiracy with sup-
port of  foreign forces.”

No data...
“When the Delhi gov-
ernment said yes, it 
seems like people died 
due to the lack of  oxy-
gen and decided to set 
up a committee to look 
into the deaths and give 
them Rs 5 lakh as com-
pensation, the Centre 
did not let us do it…The 
Centre wants to hide the 
truth about the mis-
management it brought 
on, and doesn’t want the 

figures to come out,” 
Sisodia said.

50,00,000 Killed...
and June 2021, Gandhi 
said, “The Truth. GOI’s 
wrong decisions during 
Covid second wave 
killed 50 lakh of  our sis-
ters, brothers, mothers 
and fathers.” The study 
projected three differ-
ent estimates: A con-
servative estimate of  3.4 
million deaths using 
civic registration data 
from States; another es-
timate of  4 million 
deaths, a third estimate 
of  4.9 million deaths.

FROM PG 1

Daily deaths jumped to 3,998, highest since June 12, health ministry data shows

WITH 2.27% POSITIVITY RATE, INDIA 
REPORTS OVER 42K NEW COVID CASES
New Delhi: With 42,015 
new COVID-19 cases in 
the last 24 hours, India’s 
daily positivity rate re-
mained less than 3 per 
cent for 30 consecutive 
days. Positivity rate 
stood at 2.27 per cent. 

There are currently 
4,07,170 active cases, 
which constitute 1.30 per 
cent of  total cases.

The COVID-19 death 
toll climbed to 4,18,480 
with 3,998 fresh fatalities 
in the last 24 hours as 
Maharashtra carried out 
the 14th reconciliation 
exercise of  Covid data in 
the state. As a result, the 
state’s positive case tally 
increased by 2,479 while 
the death tally increased 
by 3,509, the ministry in-
formed in its bulletin.

Kerala records 17,481 
new cases, imposes total 
lockdown on weekends. 
 —ANI

Government is lying: Sanjay Raut on 
Centre’s statement on COVID deaths
New Delhi: Shiv Sena 
leader Sanjay Raut on 
Wednesday accused the 
Central government of  
lying after it said that 
no COVID-19 deaths had 
been reported due to an 
oxygen shortage during 
the second wave, and 
demanded that a case be 
filed against it.

While speaking to re-
porters, Raut asked 
what would happen to 
families who had lost 
their loved ones due to 
the oxygen shortage af-
ter hearing this.”I am 
speechless. What would 
have happened to the 
families of  those who 
lost their loved ones to 
oxygen shortage after 
hearing this statement? 
A case should be filed 
against the govern-
ment. They are lying,” 
the Shiv Sena leader 
said. Responding to a 
question by Congress 
MP KC Venugopal on 
whether a large number 
of  COVID-19 patients 
died on roads and hospi-
tals due to acute short-
age of  oxygen in the 
second wave, Minister 
of  State for Health Dr 
Bharati Pravin Pawar 
had told the Rajya Sab-
ha that no deaths due to 
lack of  oxygen had been 
specifically reported. 
Raut also said people 
whose relatives died 
due to oxygen shortage 
during the second wave 
of  COVID-19 pandemic 

should “take the Union 
government to court”.  

“The Union govern-
ment is running away 
from the truth. I seems 
it is the effect of  Pegasus 

(Israeli spyware), the RS 
member said sarcasti-
cally while talking to 
media. The Sena’s chief  
spokesperson further 
said it needs to be found 

out whether the people 
whose relatives died due 
to lack of  oxygen supply 
believe in Centre’s re-
sponse in Parliament 
over the issue.  —ANI

New Delhi: India’s official Covid-19 death count 
by the end of June 2021 was 4,00,000. “The 
reality is, of course, catastrophically worse,” 
says a report prepared by the Centre for Global 
Development. The report titled ‘Three new 
estimates of India’s all-cause excess mortality 
during the Covid-19 pandemic’, says the second 
wave of Covid-19 in India was the “worst trag-
edy since the Partition (in 1947)”. The report 
has been prepared by the Washington-based 
think tank Center for Global Development and is 
co-authored by India’s former Chief Economic 
Adviser Arvind Subramanian. 

2ND WAVE WAS WORST  
TRAGEDY SINCE PARTITION

‘2.88 CR VAX DOSES STILL AVAILABLE’

People wearing protective masks crowd a marketplace amid the spread of COVID-19 in Mumbai. 

New Delhi: Over 2.88 crore COVID-19 vac-
cine doses are still available with the states , 
union territories (UTs) and private hospitals 
to be administered and additional 53.38 lakh 
doses are in the pipeline, the Health Ministry 
said on Wednesday (21 July). In a statement, 
the ministry said that the Centre has so far 
provided, through all sources, more than 43.25 
crore (43,25,17,330) COVID-19 vaccine doses 
to states and UTs.

Data on COVID deaths 
created by states: BJP
New Delhi:  The 
Centre just collects 
data on COVID-19 
deaths, it doesn’t gen-
erate it, said BJP 
spokesperson Sambit 
Patra on Wednesday.
Health is a state sub-
ject, Patra pointed 
out no state or union 
territory sent any 
data regarding 
deaths, specifically 
due to a shortage of  
oxygen.Responding 
to a question by Con-
gress MP KC Venugo-
pal on Tuesday on 
whether a large num-
ber of  COVID-19 pa-
tients died on roads 
and hospitals due to 
acute shortage of  ox-
ygen in the second 
wave, Minister of  

State for Health Dr 
Bharati Pravin Pa-
war informed the Ra-
jya Sabha that no 
deaths due to lack of  
oxygen had been spe-
cifically reported by 
states/Union territo-
ries in second wave.
In reply, she also stat-
ed that health is a 
state subject and ac-
cordingly all states/
UTs report cases and 
deaths to the Union 
Health Ministry on a 
regular basis.

‘Oppn doing politics over 
death due to O2 shortage’
New Delhi: Noting 
that opposition-ruled 
states claimed in 
courts that there was 
no death due to short-
age of  oxygen during 
second wave & made 
similar assertions in 
their response to the 
Centre, BJP spokes-
person Sambit Patra 
on Wednesday hit 
back at its rivals 
amid a row over the 
Modi government’s 
reply in Parliament. 
The government had 

told Rajya Sabha that 
no deaths due to lack 
of  oxygen were spe-
cifically reported by 
states and UTs dur-
ing the second COV-
ID-19 wave, drawing 
sharp criticism from 
opposition leaders. 

SII WRITES TO GOVT ON REFORMS 
IN DRUG REGULATORY SYSTEM
New Delhi: World’s larg-
est vaccine manufac-
turer by volume, Serum 
Institute of India (SII) 
has written to Union 
Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya sug-
gesting reforms in the 
existing drug regulatory 
system, including al-
lowing manufacturing & 
stockpiling of non-Covid 
vax while undergoing 
clinical trial.  As per 
official sources, Prakash 
Kumar, Director, Govern-
ment and Regulatory Af-
fairs at Pune-based SII, 

in a letter, referred to a 
gazette notification by 
the Union Health Minis-
try on May 18, 2020. He 
said it allowed manufac-
turing and stockpiling of 
COVID-19 vaccine under 
clinical trial for market-
ing authorization for sale 
or distribution.

‘FALSE TO 
SAY NO ONE 
DIED DUE TO 
LACK OF O2’
New Delhi: Saty-
endar Jain (Delhi 
Health Minister) 
said there have 
been many deaths 
due to O2 short-
age in the country 
& it was “com-
pletely false” to 
say no one died 
due O2 shortage. 
“Hospitals had 
been saying O2 
shortage led to 
deaths,” Jain said.
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LAND PRICE PINCH IN RAJ
CENTRE TO FACE... 

First India Bureau 

Dausa: MP Jaskaur 
Meena met Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in 
the Parliament House 
and handed over the 
booklet of  the service 
work done by her dur-
ing the Corona period. 
The MP detailed the 
PM about the obstacles 
in relief  work and ef-
forts to remove those 
obstacles.

Meena said the PM 
told her that most of  the 
bad works have a lot of  

noise and the works 
which are done in pub-
lic interest are done in 
a calm manner. But now 
the time has come that 
the work done for hu-
man welfare should be 
told in a loud voice.

Meanwhile, in a reply 
to her queston in Lok 
Sabha, it was informed 
that Rajasthan got free 
wheat every month 
from the Centre, which 
fed 4.40 crore people of  
Rajasthan during the 
time of  Corona under 
PMGKY. 

Laxman Raghav 

Bikaner: Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) Direc-
tor General Rakesh 
Asthana on Wednesday 
visited Bikaner frontier 
and met the troops. 
Asthana, who arrived 
in a special chopper, 
was received by DIG 
BSF Pushpendra Singh 
Rathore.

He visited Jaipur bat-
talion under Bikaner 
sector headquarters 
and appreciated work 
of  the force. He also met 
the troops. Asthana ap-

preciated the force for 
its alertness due to 
which 56.50 kg heroin 
worth Rs 300 cr, being 
smuggled from across 
the border, was seized 

in which DIG Rathore 
and his team had a key 
role. It was the highest-
ever quantity seized 
along Ino-Pak border in 
Rajasthan.

First India Bureau 

Ajmer: A mare with a 
groom sitting on it ran 
away from a baraat in 
Nasirabad area of  
Ajmer district and 
was caught 4 kms 
away. The video of  the 
incident went viral on 
Wednesday. The freak 
incident took place 
when fire crackers 
were burst. 

 Siliserh Lake, Alwar 
 Kishanganj, Baran
 Aklera, Jhalawar 
 Old Chambal bridge, 

Dholpur 
 Mahi Dam, Banswara
 Fatehsagar lake, 

Udaipur 
 Anasagar lake, Ajmer  
 Sanchore, Jalore
 Kaylana lake, Jodhpur
 Masitawali Head, 

Hanumangarh

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Former IAS 
Ashok Singhvi, accused 
in mines bribery case, 
has got permission to 
go abroad. The bench of  
Justice Narendra Singh 
Dhadha in the Ra-
jasthan High Court al-
lowed him to go abroad 
for three months. The 
High Court, while set-
ting aside the order 

given by the ED court, 
directed the ED court to 
release his passport and 
if  it wants, fix neces-

sary conditions at its 
level. The Court has 
also asked the accused 
Singhvi to return with-
in 3 months and inform 
the ED court. Singhvi 
told the court that his 
son, about to marry, and 
daughter, a doctor, are 
permanent residents of  
USA. In such a situa-
tion, he should be al-
lowed to go to USA for 
three months.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The State Dis-
aster Response Force 
(SDRF) outposts will 
be set up at 10 hotspots 
of  drowning in Ra-
jasthan.

The government has 
identified 10 places 
where drowning occur 
repeatedly. At present 

SDRF companies are 
stationed at 7 division-
al headquarters and it 
is not possible for res-
cue and relief  teams to 
reach quickly in case 
of  disaster in the in-
ner towns from the di-
visional headquarters. 
Sometimes, a distance 
of  up to 300 kms has to 
be covered by the 
SDRF companies.

SDRF Commandant 
Pankaj Choudhary, 
IPS, has been given the 
responsibility for this.

PM Modi appreciates Dausa MP’s social 
works during Covid, inspires for more

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The effect 
of  the ongoing con-
flict between the 
Central government 
and the Rajasthan 
government on 
many issues is now 
visible on the gov-
ernment decisions 
as well. The Gehlot 
government has 
made land expensive 
for the central gov-
ernment, its agen-
cies and all central 
undertakings.

While making 
changes in the Land 
allocation policy 
2015 in urban areas, 
the UDH department 
has implemented 
new provisions in 
point 9 of  the policy 
in which land has 
been made expen-
sive for the Centre. 
The change was ap-
proved by the cabi-
net in June, after 
which the UDH de-
partment imple-
mented changes in 
the policy.

First India Bureau 

Sikar: Sukhdev Singh a 
JEN at Ghana Nawal-
garh Panchayat Samiti, 
and Ramavatar Sihag a 
Gram Sevak died on the 
spot when the speeding 
car they were travelling 
in collided with a tree 
late on Tuesday in front 
of  the Circuit House at 
around 2 am under the 
Udyognagar police sta-
tion area of  Sikar. The 
bodies of  both were 
handed over to the rela-
tives on Wednesday 
morning.

Udyog Nagar SHO 
Pawan Kumar Choubey 
said the deceased lived 
on Piprali Road and 
were returning home 

when the speeding car 
went out of  control. The 
collision was so strong 
that the bonnet of  the 
car was shattered.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Despite chal-
lenging situation aris-
ing out of  corona pan-
demic, 617 agro projects 
are being set up in Ra-
jasthan under the am-
bitious Agro-process-
ing, Agri-business and 
Agri-export Promotion 
Policy-2019,with an in-
vestment of  Rs 1,255 
crore. For this, the 
state government has 
so far approved a sub-
sidy of  Rs 119 crore on 
338 projects.

“The projects are be-
ing set up amid the ad-
verse circumstances of  
Covid, on which an in-
vestment of  Rs 1,255 
crore will be made,” 

principal secretary ag-
riculture Bhaskar A 
Sawant said.

He said farmers and 
entrepreneurs are 
showing great interest 
in the policy launched 
in December 2019 due to 
various conveniences 
related to capital, inter-
est, electricity charges 
and freight subsidy in-
centives and conversion 
of  agricultural land.

Rajasthan government has hiked price of land for 
offices of Central government and its agencies

NEWS DIGEST

PRADHAN, HUSBAND, SON BOOKED FOR 
HIDING CRIMINAL CASES INFORMATION 
Barmer: Following court’s order a lady pradhan 
at Barmer rural panchayat samiti Jethidevi, her 
husband Khartha Ram and son Jagdish have been 
booked for hiding information about pending 
criminal cases during the Panchayati Raj elections 
2020. Complainant Jogaram claimed the pradhan is 
facing criminal case for submitting forged educa-
tional documents during 2015 Panchayat election. 
He claimed that the case has been sub-judice in the 
court despite this they have hidden this fact.

KOTA RAGGING VIDEO: THREE MEDICAL 
STUDENTS SUSPENDED FOR 1 MONTH
Kota: In the matter of a ragging video, Kota 
Medical College administration has suspended 3 
students for 1 month and stopped hostel facility 
and scholarship for 6 months. The anti-ragging 
committee completed investigation after a video 
of ragging of MBBS junior students went viral on 
social media. College principal Dr Vijay Sardana 
said that 3 students of 2019 batch have been 
suspended for 1 month. These students will not 
be able to participate in the academic activities.

5.3 EARTHQUAKE STRIKES PAKISTAN, 
TREMORS FELT IN BIKANER
Barmer: Tremors were felt in Bikaner and nearby 
areas on Wednesday after a medium intensity 
quake struck Pakistan. JL Gautam, Head of 
Operations of the National Centre for Seismology, 
said the epicentre of the quake measuring 5.3 was 
in Pakistan at 5.24 AM at a depth of 110 kms. The 
tremors lasted a few seconds and no damage was 
reported in the state. The epicentre of the quake 
was 343 km west-northwest of Bikaner and 439 
km northwest of Jodhpur.  —PTI

JEN, gram sevak killed as 
speeding car rams into a tree

The badly damaged car parked at the police station in Sikar.

Speeding truck crushes 
shepherd, 18 sheep
Bikaner: A shepherd 
Magharam Mehla of 
Nathusar village and his 
18 sheep were crushed 
by a speeding truck in 
Bikaner’s Lunkaransar 
town in the early hours 
of Wednesday. The body 
of Mehla was badly mu-
tilated. He was going to 
graze 25 sheep when the 
truck coming at a high 
speed crushed them all 
near Vishwakarma Gate 
on National Highway No. 
62. On getting informa-

tion about the incident, 
members of Tiger Force 
also reached the spot 
and informed the police. 
On the other hand, there 
was chaos in Mehla’s 
house. He used to leave 
the house everyday with 
his fl ock. After walking 
the sheep in the whole 
area for three-four 
hours, he used to reach 
back home. The family 
members were upset as 
he did not come back till 
late on Wednesday.

RAGING SUV 
KILLS TWO, 2 
INJURED

COST 
ANALYSIS

Two persons 
Kuldeep and 

Ratanlal Agrawal 
were killed and 
two others injured, 
as a raging SUV 
rammed the wall, 
at Kumawas vil-
lage of Nawalgarh.
Villagers said the 
police seized the 
SUV, which was 
loaded with liquor, 
but the driver re-
portedly fl ed from 
the spot.

Now, the Central 
govt will be allot-

ted land at 15 percent 
of the reserve price or 
at the DLC rate and 20 
percent additional on 
that. For example, in 
Jhalana institutional 
area, reserve price 
is Rs 30,000 per 
square metre, now an 
additional 20 percent 
of Rs 6,000 will have 
to be paid. Central 
government boards, 
corporations, central 
undertakings will now 
be allotted land at 150 
percent of reserve 
rate with addtional 20 
percent. For example, 
if reserve price is Rs 
10,000 per square 
metre on near Jag-
atpura, then reserve 
price of 1,000 square 
metres of land will be 
Rs 1 cr as such an 
additional amount of 
Rs 1.5 cr will have to 
be paid at the rate of 
150 percent.

Raj to spend `1,255 cr 
on 617 agro projects

With rise in drowning cases, SDRF to 
set up outposts at 10 hotspots in Raj

BSF DG Asthana boosts morale 
of troops at Bikaner frontier

Mare runs away 
for 4 kms with 
groom on it

In crisis, SDRF 
teams have to travel 
long distances

DELAYED MONSOON MAY KEEP 
DESI BAJRA OFF FOOD PLATES
Barmer: Kharif crop cultivators, especially desi 
Bajra cultivators, in Marwar region are wor-
ried over delayed monsoon. In-charge at Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra, Pradeep Pagariya, said, “Usually 
monsoon enters western Rajasthan by fi rst week 
of July which is considered a suitable period for 
sowing desi Bajra. Sometimes farmers wait till 
the second week of July, but after that they have 
no option but to start sowing hybrid seeds.” Bajra 
would be cultivated over 8.35 lakh hectares.

Rakesh Asthana and Pushpendra Singh Rathore in Bikaner.

PM Narendra Modi receives booklet from Jaskaur Meena.

IAS Ashok Singhvi gets nod to 
travel abroad for three months

The confl ict between 
the Centre and the 

state, as per offi cials 
sources, has increased 
due to cancellation of 
big projects sanctioned 
for Rajasthan under 
the UPA rule. 

 After laying the 
foundation stone of 
MEMU Coach Factory 
in Bhilwara in 2013, the 

Central Government 
canceled the project last 
year, where the state 
government had given 
large land to the Centre.

 After this the 
Dungarpur-Banswara-
Ratlam rail project is 
also stalled.

 The Gehlot govern-
ment is demanding 
to declare the East-
ern Rajasthan Canal 
Project as a national 
project but the matter 
is stuck up.

 The issue of not 
getting the state’s 
share in central taxes, 
GST on time arises 
every time.

CONFLICT 
POINTS

He (PM) 
doubled my 

morale by appreci-
ating the small ef-
forts made by me 
like covid helpdesk, 
food helpline, med-
ical equipment dis-
tribution etc. My 
salutations and 
heartfelt thanks to 
our honorable PM.

—Jaskaur Meena,
MP Dausa

THE 10 HOTSPOTS

SDRF commandant Pankaj 
Choudhary inspecting rescue 
material.  —FILE PIC

Ashok Singhvi



Justice and force have an  
inter-dependent relationship, 
justice needs force and force 

needs to be just ever more!
—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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Dr Rituraj

Jaipur : In the midst of  
constant bureaucratic 
turmoil, deputation in 
the Centre and other 
states and shortage of  
officers, there are 9 IAS 
officers, whom the state 
government has not 
been able to utilize in the 
state. Of  these, 6 IAS 
have gone on deputation 
in other state govern-
ments and 3 IAS are on 
long leave.

The sanctioned cadre 
of  IAS in the state is of  

313 out of  which the cur-
rent strength is 245. Out 
of  these, there are 
nine IAS that are on 
deputation.
	z Bhanuprakash Yeturu, 

an IAS of 2003 batch is 
working in Govt of Andhra 
Pradesh on deputation 
since June 27, 2018.

	z 2004 batch IAS Dr Ra-
vikumar Surpur is serving 
in Karnataka government 
on deputation since 25 
February 2019.

	z IAS Ambareesh Kumar 
of 2004 batch is working 

as Project Director in Isha 
Outreach in Coimbatore.

	z Services of IAS 
Poonam of 2005 batch 
have been handed over to 
Government of Bihar from 

27 October 2016 till 30 
October 2021.

	z Services of 2011-batch 
IAS H. Guite have been 
handed over to Manipur 
government with effect 
from June 5, 2020.

	z Athar Amir-ul-Shafi 
Khan, IAS of 2016 batch 
and one of the toppers in 
Civil Services, is serving 
on deputation in Govern-
ment of J&K since Febru-
ary 11, 2021.

Meanwhile, there 
are IAS who are on 

leave as well. These in-
clude:
	z 2012 batch IAS Vikram 

Jindal is on leave since 
15 August 2018. He is 
currently on study leave 
at Sanford University, his 
leave ends in July 2021.

	z Gaurav Agarwal, an 
IAS of 2014 batch, is on 
leave from 12 April 2021.

	z 2018 batch IAS, T. 
Shubhmangala is on 
maternity leave from 14 
August 2020.

Adding to this, Viren-

der Singh, who had re-
cently extended his leave 
and expressed his desire 
to return to the Maha-
rashtra cadre before the 
end of  his deputation 
period, is the fourth of-
ficial on leave, although 
the DoP has not yet con-
sidered him on leave in 
the civil list. Notably, 
due to some IAS giving 
priority to personal rea-
sons and some not pay-
ing enough attention, 
the burden of  additional 
charge on the bureau-
cracy is increasing.

Deputation a challenge for Raj administration?
OVERBURDENED BUREAUCRACY

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Former deputy 
CM Sachin Pilot on 
Wednesday while de-
manding an independ-
ent probe into the 
charges of  snooping on 
politicians, journalists 
and others using 
Pegasus spyware said, 
“This is a very serious 
issue & probe should be 
conducted by a joint 
parliamentary commit-
tee or under supervi-
sion of  Supreme Court 
because impartiality 
cannot be expected from 
Government of  India.” 

He said there is re-
sentment among people 
and any attempt to un-
dermine democracy will 
not be tolerated.  
“People have realised 
that UPA rule was far 
better than the present 
government’s rule,” 
said Pilot while speak-
ing to mediapersons.  

On phone tapping 
charges on Gehlot-led 
government, Pilot said 
state government has 
already said in Assem-
bly what it had to clarify.

He also said he is in 
touch with Congress 
high command over 
party issues raised by 
him and hoped that re-
quired steps will be the 
top leadership. “In 
depth discussions were 
held on the issues which 
were raised in context 
of  Rajasthan. AICC is 
taking steps for better-

ment of  government 
and party organisation. 
We are in touch with 
high command and I be-
lieve AICC is going to 
take necessary steps 
which are required to be 
taken,” he said.

He Congress govts 
could not sustain & par-
ty got only 21 seats in 
2013 and 50 previously. 
“It is our collective re-
sponsibility to repeat 
the govt, to get more 
blessings from people 
with our hard work and 
performance,” he said. 

First India Bureau

Jaipur: In yet another 
major development in 
the Rajasthan Phone 
Tapping case, after 
summons being issued 
by Delhi police to Chief  
Whip Mahesh Joshi af-
ter Union Jal Shakti 
minister Gajendra Sin-
gh Shekhawat regis-
tered a FIR against 
Lokesh Sharma, Offic-

er on Special Duty 
(OSD) (Computer Com-
munication Cell)  to 
Chief  Minister Ashok 
Gehlot, now the crime 
branch of  Delhi Police 
has asked Sharma to 
appear before it on July 
24 at 11 am.

Notably, it is said in 
the FIR that Sharma 
had forwarded the call 
recording to media 
houses  after receiving 

it on social media 
based on which cases 

were registered in Ra-
jasthan. 

Meanwhile, the 
Crime Branch of  Delhi 
police has called Shar-
ma for questioning in 
the matter. 

On June 3, the Delhi 
High Court directed 
that no coercive action 
should be taken against 
Lokesh Sharma, in 
connection with a case 
registered with the 
Delhi Police in a phone 
tapping case.

Continued from p1

But here is the catch in 
Oppositon’s rehtoric. 
Congress leader Mall-
ikarjun Kharge, while 
demanding investiga-
tion on PM Modi, also 
sought resignation of  
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah. Although 
the demand for investi-
gation can be under-
stood, but demand for 
resignation is absolute-
ly irrational and illogi-
cal. Why? Well, for one, 
the time period for 
which snooping 
was done, i.e. 2018-
19, was the time 
when Amit Shah 

was not even in the 
Modi Cabinet, let alone 
being the Union Home 
Minister. The matter 
pertains to nearly one 
year before Shah came 
into the South Block.

This means that 
perhaps under the 
former Union 
Home Minister 

the snooping was being 
done. But Rajnath Sin-
gh, a veteran of  politcs, 
is not one of  those lead-
ers who would want to 

get his Opposi-
tion leaders 
snooped.

Moreover, 
he was not 
in a posi-

tion in 

the governmental setup 
that he could ask a for-
eign agency to pull off  
such a job. Further-
more, even the opposi-
tion leaders believe Ra-
jnath to be no where 
associated in the mat-

ter. Unless the Oppo-
sition is ‘dead set’ on 
a hyperbole that 
Shah could somehow, 
without being in the 

government, influence 
the working of  the one 
of  government’s most 
robust ministry, with-
out the murmurs escap-
ing from the corridoors, 
there appears little 
credibility then in de-
mand for Shah’s resig-
nation. 

Therefore, instead of  
creating a hullabaloo 
around Shah and trying 
to make him into a ‘vil-
lian’, perhaps it would 
be prudent, and do a 
world of  good to the op-
position leaders, to ex-
pand their thinking and 
look into other avenues 
on how it could have 
been pulled off !

Pilot: In touch with high 
command over party issues

After Joshi, now Delhi cops ask CM’s OSD to appear!
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Gudamalani 
MLA Hemaram Choud-
hary is once again in 
news! 

Two days ago CM 
Ashok Gehlot had asked 
Hemaram to convene a 
meeting of  Undertak-
ings Committee of  
which he has been 
chairman. To this He-
maram said, “I have 
nothing to do with the 
committee you are talk-
ing about. I have re-
signed from legisla-
ture.”

Choudhary, an MLA 
from Sachin Pilot camp, 
had resigned from the 
Assembly on May 18. 

First India Bureau

Jaipur: State govern-
ment transferred and 
re-designated 11 Indian 
Administrative Service 
(IAS) officers on 
Wednesday. 

Amit Yadav has been 
appointed assistant 
chief  executive officer 
of  State Health Insur-
ance Agency.  

The move came after 
the Department of  Per-
sonnel issued an order 

in this regard.  Under 
the order, seven IAS of-
ficers, who were on 
awaited posting orders 
(APO), have been allot-
ted posts, while four 
have been transferred. 

Apart from these, the 
state government has 
kept three Rajasthan 
Administrative Service 
(RAS) officers—Kailash 
Chand Gurjar, Rajendra 
Singh Charan and Lax-
mikant Balot—under 
awaited posting orders.

Yogesh Sharma

Jaipur: Now that Con-
gress ‘Punjab crisis’ is 
over & more or less road 
ahead seems to be 
‘paved’, party high com-
mand is now turning its 
focus on Rajasthan, 
where too, like Punjab, 
the party stands divided 
in two factions.

To overcome the cur-
rent crisis, while a slew 
of  decisions will be tak-
en, word is that Cong 
will adopt working pres-
ident module of  func-
tioning in next organi-
sational reshuffle.  

Accordingly, it is be-
ing said that a Brahmin, 
one Dalit and a Muslim 
face can be appointed as 
working presidents on 
the lines of  Punjab ex-
periment. Moreover, at 
the level of  PCC Chief, 
the one person-one post 
criteria will be adopted.

Jaipur: State govern-
ment has approved an 
up to 2% increase house 
rent allowance given to 
government employees. 
Chief  Minister Ashok 
Gehlot has increased 
the house rent allow-
ance payable to state em-
ployees on their basic 
pay from 16% to 18% in 
‘Y’ category cities and 
from 8% to 9% in ‘Z’ cat-
egory cities, an official 
statement said. 

Increase in house 
rent allowance will be 
applicable from July 1, 
2021. Government will 
bear the financial bur-
den of  more than Rs 400 
crore on this. 

Earlier, an increase 
in DA of  government 
employees from the ex-
isting 17 per cent to 28 
per cent was made ap-
plicable from July 1. 

 —PTI

RAJASTHAN PHONE TAPPING CASE

Priyanka to focus on UP 
Assembly elections?
Continued from p1

However, Sonia will 
not be handling the af-
fairs unlike past, rath-
er it is said that ap-
pointments of  four 
working presidents 
will also be made, to 
assist Sonia and Ra-
hul. Senior leader 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
Rahul’s close confi-
dante Sachin Pilot, 
Kumari Selja, Mukul 
Wasnik and Ramesh 
Chennithala are tout-
ed to be the faces for 
the position. 

However, amid 
these, Pilot camp 
members maintain 

that Pilot wants to 
stay in Rajasthan 
only. It appears that 
Priyanka Gandhi, a 
key ‘component’ amid 
the ‘Gandhi-trio’, will 
continue with her role 
in Uttar Pradesh and 
as of  now her role 
post UP asembly polls, 
which are slated next 

year, is unclear. 
The fresh gust of  

‘development’ has 
contradicted the ear-
lier reports doing 
rounds in Congress 
that Rahul would as-
sume the top post, fol-
lowing which he will 
completely overhaul 
the party.

Ghulam Nabi Azad Kumari Selja

Have nothing to do with panel you 
are talking about: Hemaram to CM

Hemaram Choudhary

Govt re-designates, 
transfers 11 IAS 

Congress in 
mood for 
‘overhauling’ in 
Rajasthan

House rent 
allowance of 
govt staff 
hiked by 2% 

Sachin Pilot speaking to mediapersons. 

Pegasus snooping: Is Opposition  
aiming to create a hyperbole?

GS Shekhawat Lokesh Sharma

 COURTESY VISIT  

Jagdeesh Chandra paid a courtesy visit to Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, at his residence on 
Wednesday morning in New Delhi.

Even the opposition 
leaders believe 

Rajnath Singh to be 
no where associated 

in the matter. 

—
PHOTO BY SANTOSH SHARM

A

Cong to protest at 
Raj Bhawan today 
Jaipur: PCC chief 
Govind Singh Dotasra 
on Wednesday said 
the party is demanding 
a Supreme Court-
monitored probe into 
allegations of surveil-
lance through Pegasus 
spyware and said the 
party’s state unit will 
hold a protest to seek 
President Ram Nath 
Kovind’s intervention. 
He said party lead-
ers will hold a protest 
outside Raj Bhavan on 
Thursday.
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SILENCE IS 
THE CLIMAX 
OF SOUND

oshish is one of  the 
most beautiful sen-
sitive movies on the 
life and challenges 
of  the differently-
abled. Sanjeev Ku-
mar and Jaya Bha-

duri as a deaf  and dumb 
couple gave one of  their best 
performances. They both 
are consummate actors and 
breathe real-life into their 
characters and in Koshish, 
they surpassed themselves. 

The name is so apt for this 
movie … an effort … Ek ko-
shish … prayas … to lead a 
normal respectable life.  
What struck me was the 
sheer restraint in the movie, 
there is no melodrama, 
there are no cliches that 
abound in such movies even 
today.

Heart-touching scenes are 
sprinkled throughout the 
film like beautiful bunches 
of  wildflowers on a soothing 
green landscape, one of  my 
favourite scenes is when the 
parents whistle alternately 
to catch the attention of  
their newborn son to check 
if  he is ‘normal’ and he re-
sponds by turning his head. 
Their sheer joy and the ca-
cophony of  whistles …the 
neighbours laugh and carry 
on … nothing matters except 
Haricharan and Arti and 
their small ‘imperfect’ 
world. 

One thing which 
impresses is the care 
taken to ensure that 
the sign language is 

authentic. 
Both Sanjeev 
and Jaya ex-

celled in their respective 
roles, their interaction with 
each other, emotions  
expressed through the eyes 
and then their ‘parleys’  
into the ‘other’ world- so  
realistic!

The film showcases that 
how such a couple can rise 
above their circumstances 
if  they remain optimistic 

and are given oppor-
tunities and in 1972, 
it was a strong and 
hitherto ‘unsaid’ 
message! Though 
Gulzar’s stress 
through the movie 
that the deaf  and 
dumb are blessed as 

they will never hear/
see the bad things is 
not a thought to be 
taken ahead, please! 

Another issue that 
irked me was the ‘emo-

tionally forced’ mar-
riage of  Hari 

and Aarti’s 

son to a deaf  and dumb girl, 
the message is wonderful but 
the son should have been al-
lowed to make his own choice 
without guilt.

For me, Koshish is an out 
and out love story albeit with 
a social message but the mes-
sage is also how love does 
triumph over everything 

and with the right love 
partner, even the most dif-
ficult paths can be strewn 

with rose petals!

ANITA HADA
anita.hada@firstindianews.com

K

This Throwback Thursday, come walk 
with me … silently as we make an ‘effort’ 
to empathise with a different world … a 
world of emotions beyond speech and 

hearing…a world of love… with Koshish, 
one of Gulzar’s finest movies! 



undays with a 
breakfast of  ‘sa-
mosa and jale-
bi’ are our fa-
vourite! Today, 
let’s dedicate 
this blog to gol-

gol, crispy and juicy 
Jalebi, which, by the 
way, is not Indian by ori-
gin! The word ‘Jalebi,’ 
as discussed earlier, is 
derived from an Arabic 
word for the same dish 
called zulabiya (or zol-
biya in Persian). Some 
food historians believe 
that this sweet originat-
ed in Turkey and made 
its way to India via Tu-
nisia. Though foreign, 
Jalebi is now very much 
a scrumptious desi 
mithai. Today, it’s many 
varieties that are rel-
ished across India.

Let us look at some of  
the most favoured varia-
tions of  Jalebi across 
the country:

THE BASIC JALEBI
This is your usual mai-
da (all-purpose flour) 
batter made by mixing 
the flour with curd and 
keeping it for overnight 
fermentation. The bat-
ter is then poured into 
hot oil or ghee and the 
Jalebi is deep-fried be-
fore transferring it into 
the hot sugar syrup that 
is flavoured with saf-
fron, cardamom or Gu-
lab Jal. This Jalebi is 
served hot and fresh. 

JANGRI/JANGIRI
The name is derived 
from the Mughal Emper-
or Jahangir’s name. This 
kind of  Jalebi is famous 
in the South region of  
India. It is made by the 
healthier alternative of  
maida, urad dal. Ground 
urad dal is used for bat-
ter which makes it chew-
ier than the basic Jalebi. 
It is also softer and juici-
er due to the texture and 
raw materials used. It 
has its own, very distinct 
taste and shape, and re-

sembles a flower with a 
small hole in the middle. 

JALEBA
The Indian proclivity to 
add the letter ‘A’ after a 
name to denote its king-
size is the reason why 
Jalebi has become Jale-
ba in this case. This type 
of  Jalebi is huge in size, 
may weigh over 250 gm 
and is popular in the 
Northern parts of  India. 
Made in desi ghee, Jale-
ba is not something one 
can finish by them-
selves. Many sweet 

shops are famous for 
making unam-

biguous shapes and siz-
es of  Jalebas.

PANEER JALEBI/CHANAR 
JILIPI
One of  the most ac-
claimed Jalebis is the 
Paneer Jalebi, and much 
like other dishes in In-
dia, Paneer makes it 
tastes even better. Called 
Chanar Jilipi in Bengali, 
it is a notable sweet from 
East India. The batter is 
mixed with paneer be-
fore frying, the shape is 
appreciably alike a Mu-
rukku (South-Indian sa-
voury snack). The col-
our is dark brown and 
the taste is quite unlike 
the basic Jalebi. Since 
it’s made from paneer, 
its shelf  life is signifi-
cantly shorter. 

KHOYA JALEBI/MAWA 
JALEBI
Adding khoya to any 
sweet recipe apparently 
makes it better, it’s a 
fact! This preparation is 
brought to you from the 
region of  Madhya 
Pradesh, particularly 
Jabalpur. Khoya or 
Mawa, the thickened 
evaporated milk, is add-
ed with a little bit of  
maida (that acts as a 
binding agent) for the 
batter. The method of  
frying and dipping this 
Jalebi in the syrup is 
very much similar to 
other Jalebi prepara-
tions. The shape is 
rounder than the basic 
thin Jalebi and the col-
our is relatively darker.

IMARTI/KANGAN
This one looks a lot like 
Jangiri but has a bigger 
hole in the middle. It ap-
pears almost like a ban-
gle, hence the name Kan-
gan (bangle in Hindi). 
The batter is similar to 
Jangiri as well, ground 
urad dal mixed with saf-
fron for the flavour. In-
stead of  maida, cornflour 
is used as the binding 

agent. This variation 
originated in Bihar and 
the Eastern UP regions 
of  India. Unlike your reg-
ular Jalebi, Imarti is eat-
en after it has been refrig-
erated well. It is said that 
the colder the Kangan, 
the better it tastes. 

ALOO KI JALEBI
No, you did not read that 
incorrectly, this one is in-
deed made of  potatoes. 
Boiled potatoes are 
mashed and mixed with 
maida, curd, ghee, sugar, 
cardamom and/or saffron 
for the batter. There is 
also the savoury versions 
of  this Jalebi famous in 
some regions of  India. 
The savoury kind is eaten 
with some chat masala 
sprinkled on them. The 
texture is super dense due 
to potatoes and the taste is 
pretty unique.  
Jalebi enthusiasts have 
also heard of  Rabdi Jale-

bi and Doodh Jalebi. 
These aren’t any vari-
ants of  Jalebi, instead, 
two famous ways of  en-
joying Jalebi (with Rab-
di and Doodh). For the 
first combination, 
chilled condensed milk 
(Rabdi) is poured on hot 
Jalebis during sum-
mers. Garnishing with 
pistachio and almonds 
on top, this sweet dish is 
a piece of  heaven in it-
self. Whereas, for the 
second combination, 
during winters, you 
soak the Jalebis into hot 
milk and garnish it with 
some saffron. Indian 
weddings, in either sea-
son, are incomplete 
without these versions 
of  Jalebis. 
If  you come across any 
of  these seven types of  
Jalebis, make sure you 
taste them. Believe us, it 
will be worth the calo-
ries!

Sagittarius
NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 21

 A celebration can fi nd you 
in your element today. 
Praise and honour are 
likely to greet you in 

something that you have managed to 
achieve. You will be a pillar of strength 
to a friend or associate. A good day at 
work is foreseen. Financial front 
remains stable. Health remains fi ne.

Capricorn
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 20

 Some favourable 
developments on the social 
front are foreseen. Buying 
new furniture or a major 

appliance is possible. With good 
networking, a prized posting can be 
yours Those trying to get back their 
money will succeed. A healthy phase of 
life begins for some. 

Aquarius
JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 18

 You are set to enjoy a 
great time in a family 
get-together.  Remaining 
on the good side of those 

who matter on the academic front will 
help you achieve much. Good tidings of 
your well wishers will keep you going 
on the professional front. A family elder 
may look up to you for guidance. 

Pisces
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

 A new deal is likely to 
come through and give you 
a taste of success. Those 
fond of travelling may get 

their chance soon. This is the time when 
you enjoy yourself with a new group of 
friends or colleagues. A change of job is 
likely to give you better salary and 
perks.
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YOUR DAY
Horoscope by 

Saurabbh Sachdeva

Aries
MARCH 21 - APRIL 20

 A business trip is indicated 
and will achieve much. 
Your strategy to promote 
yourself on the profes-

sional front will bear fruits. You may 
need to speed up things on the 
academic front to remain ahead. On the 
social front, the day fi nds you in your 
element. 

Taurus
APRIL 21 - MAY 21

 Outstanding  opportunities 
may knock at your door. 
Professionals will be able 
to give their best in a new 

situation. Financially, this day may 
prove lucky for you, so go ask for the 
raise that is keeping you on tenter-
hooks. Don’t take any chances with 
your health today. 

Gemini 
MAY 22 - JUNE 21

 Your reputation is likely to 
boost your image on the 
social front. On the work 
front, you will manage to 

keep your superiors in good humour. 
This is an excellent day to spend time 
with family.Good planning will see you 
complete a task at work in record time. 
Monetary front grows strong for some. 

Cancer 
JUNE 22 - JULY 22

 You may get busy 
organising something on 
the social front. You may 
need to put your ideas into 

action, if you want to prove yourself. A 
party may be thrown in your honour at 
work. Your good performance is likely 
to be noticed by higher ups. Past invest-
ments start giving good returns. 

Leo 
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

 Your own happiness is in 
your hands today.  Your 
performance at work will 
be commendable. Spouse 

may need her space, respect that. This 
is a favourable day for completing pend-
ing jobs. Financially, no problems are 
foreseen. It is best to avoid outside 
food. 

Virgo 
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

 Your desire for an exciting 
time on the social front is 
likely to be fulfi lled today. 
Those looking for buying a 

house can get a good bargain. 
Appreciation is in store for some 
homemakers. A professional victory is 
yours if you play your cards well today. 

Libra 
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

 Good luck promises to 
brighten your day. Some 
positive changes can be 
expected on the home 

front. This seems a good day for job 
seekers. New avenues for earning open 
up as you get more determined. Fitness 
through extra efforts is assured for the 
deskbound.

Scorpio 
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 22

Your professionalism in handling prob-
lem areas will be appreciated. Tenant 
troubles are foreseen for some house 
owners. You will fi nd family life more 
than fulfi lling. A senior is likely to put in 
a good word for you to the higher ups. 
Financially, you will be able to con-
solidate your position. Exercise care in 
matters of health. 
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ANAIKA SOTI, Model

From Aloo Ki Jalebi 
To The Big Jaleba

How Many Jalebis Have You Tasted Yet?

ABOUT CAULDRON 
SISTERS
Ratika & Richa Khetan, 
two Sisters, started 
Cauldron Sisters in 2015. 
It started as an exotic food 
gift hamper business, 
but their love for food 
encouraged them to start 
culinary workshops, food 
deliveries, and slowly and 
gradually it turned huge 
as restaurants and cafes 
started approaching them 
for consultancy.

S



B
ig Little Lies 
a c t r e s s , 
S h a i l e n e 
Woodley, who 

confirmed her engage- ment 
to National Football League (NFL) 
star Aaron Rodgers in February, said 
that she is in no rush to get married. 
Woodley had recently explained that 
she and Rodgers initially kept their ro-
mance out of  the spotlight, but chose to 
confirm their engagement.  —Agency

ollywood actor Deepika 
Padukone, who has al-
ways been vocal about 
her struggle with men-
tal health issues, is all 
set to launch ‘Care 
Package’, the world’s 

audio-first festival that ‘cares’, 
to talk about self-care and men-
tal health. This first-of-its-kind 
festival took place on July 20 

from 7 pm 
to 8:30 

pm IST on the popular social 
networking app, Clubhouse. 
Deepika took to her Instagram 
account to make the announce-
ment about the initiative. She 
wrote, “I’m super 
excited to launch 

‘Care Package’ - An Audio-First 
Festival that Cares.” “This 
package, curated by me, is a box 
full of  conversations and per-
formances from thought lead-

ers around the world.”  
  —Agency
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A
ctress Kangana Ranaut 
took to social media to 
react to the news of  
businessman Raj Kun-

dra’s arrest on charges of  mak-
ing pornographic content and 
publishing them through mo-
bile applications. “This is why I 
call movie industry a gutter... all 
that glitter is not gold, I am go-
ing to expose underbelly of  Bul-
lywood in my upcoming produc-
tion called Tiku weds Sheru...” 
the actress wrote on Instagram 
story. “We need strong value sys-
tem and conscience in the crea-
tive industry and of  course a 
whip,” she added. —Agency

Is B-Town a 
‘GUTTER’? 

FEARLESSL
ooks like Khloe Kar-
dashian and Tristan 
Thompson’s three-
year-old daughter is 

gearing up for a modeling 
career and she’s all set to 
give competition to none 
other than her aunt, Kend-
all Jenner. Khloe recently 
took to Instagram to share 
a few adorable snaps of  
True sporting a swimsuit. 
Little True was posing in 
the cutest way that led 
Khloe to tease Kendall that 
her daughter was coming 
for her modeling career. —Agency

behind the bars? behind the bars? behind the bars? 
RAJ KUNDRA

www.fi rstindia.co.in I www.fi rstindia.co.in/epaper/ I twitter.com/thefi rstindia I 
facebook.com/thefi rstindia I instagram.com/thefi rstindia

SUSHMITA AIND

P
opstar Selena Gomez cele-
brates her birthday today 
and we cannot help but gush 
about the same. Selene 

Gomez entered the world of  enter-
tainment at a very young age. She 
first appeared as a child artist in 
Barney and Friends and was later 
known for her role in Wizards of  
Waverly Place as Alex Russo. She 
has grown as a singer, she has giv-
en multiple hits like, Same Old 

Love, The Heart Wants What It 
Wants, Taki Taki, It Ain’t Me, 
Hands to Myself, Wolves, among 
others while collaborating with 
various well-known artists. 

She isn’t just a singing sensa-
tion, she has also worked as a pro-
ducer for the Netflix series ‘13 Rea-
sons Why’. She is about to launch 
her own line of  beauty products, 
Rare Beauty. She was appointed as 
the ambassador for UNICEF when 
she was 17. A very happy birthday 
to the pop star today!

C
ardi B, 28- year-old, re-
cently released a new 
song called ‘Wild Side’ 
which is already a hit. 

The rapper showed off  her bare 
baby bump as she rapped along 
to her new single with Norma-
ni, in a steamy video. The 
home-shot clip showed Cardi 
lip-syncing to the song’s chorus 
in a green mesh dress before 
switching into a black bikini 
for her verse. —Agency

CARDI B 
GOES WILD

WITH LOVE, 
FROM DEEPIKA

B

Rare Beauty

Pass the Crow

T
aylor Swift fans had 
been thrilled about the 
singer’s re-recorded al-
bum releases. Although, 

the singer will not be submit-
ting her first re-recorded al-
bum, Fearless (Taylor’s version 
) as a contender in Grammys 
and CMA Awards. Taylor’s 2020 
album, ‘Evermore’ will be sub-
mitted for the awards.  

—Agency

No rush for Marriage 

Cardi B

Deepika Padukone

...her post

Selena Gomez

...her post

Khloe Kardashian
Shailene Woodley

Taylor Swift

Kangana Ranaut

Viral Posts

POORVI SINGHAL

S
hilpa Shetty’s beau 
and ace businessman 
Raj Kundra has been 
making headlines as 

he had reportedly been ar-
rested by Mumbai Police on 
Monday for allegedly mak-
ing and publishing porn 
films through mobile appli-
cations in connection with a 
UK production house execu-
tive, Umesh Kamat. Kundra, 
a loving husband and father 
of  two, is said to be the key 
conspirator in the case. An 
FIR was registered on Feb-
ruary 4 against Kundra, af-
ter a woman made some al-

legations and filed a com-
plaint. Yes, there’s no smoke 
without fire! Talking of  
which, the netizens were 
quick in digging out his old 
tweets from 2012, only to add 
verity to the case. In the 
tweets, Raj had questioned 
the difference between porn 
and prostitution and further 
asked why is it legal to pay 
anyone for sex on camera. In 
another tweet, Kundra 
shared his two cents on porn 
stars stepping into acting. 
He was also tirelessly trolled 
for his Twitter bio that 
reads, “Life is about making 
the right choices.” Well, 
guess who didn’t make the 

right choice now! On Tues-
day, Kundra and another ac-
cused, Ryan Tharp were 
brought to Mumbai’s Espla-
nade Court and sent to Judi-
cial custody till July 23. Now, 
his fate is truly in the hands 
of  the law, as his anticipa-
tory bail application would 
be decided upon by the court 
in the coming week. Well, 
let’s just say that this isn’t 
the first time that Raj Kun-
dra has created such a mas-
sive stir. 
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

The birthday of (from 
top) IAS Rohitansh Singh 
Tomar and IPS Anil Kumar 
was on Wednesday, July 
21. We wish them all the 
best!

HAPPY B’DAY! Just like a Wavin’ Flag! 
CITY FIRST

V
ishv Shaanti 
Sadbhaavana 
Guru Parivaar 
Dhvaja’ was 

hoisted at 34 thousand 
places across the coun-
try on the occasion of  
the 34th ‘Deeksha’ (San-
nyasa) Anniversary of  
Samadhistha Jain Saint 
Tarun Sagar Maha-
raj, famous for his 
sermons all over 
the world. On this 
occasion, Indore MP 
Shankar Lalwani inau-
gurated the flag along 
with foreign envoys at 
his residence in Delhi. 
Actor Kalyanji Jana, 

founder of  Dadasa-
heb Phalke Icon 

Award Films Mumbai, 
Nishant Sharma, 
Chairman of  Shri 
Hariganga Infotech, 
Prashant Sharma, NCR 

Bureau Chief  of  First 
India and Shivam Gup-
ta along with other dis-
tinguished dignitaries 
also expressed their 
views.

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

DEEPTI @ DBM
CITY FIRST

here is no place 
for heritage in 
politics, only 
the love of  the 
people gets the 
victory. Rajsa-
mand MLA 

Deepti Maheshwari 
said this in a live inter-
action with the chil-
dren of  Digital Baal 
Mela and pacified the 
turmoil in the minds of  
the children. Sponsored 
by Future Society and 
LIC and co-sponsor of  
IDBI Bank, the topic of  
the session in the coun-
try’s first Digital Baal 
Mela 2021 Season 2 
‘Baccho Ki Sarkaar Kai-
si Ho’ on Wednesday 
was ‘How strong is Vi-
rasat ki politics?’ 

While interact-
ing with the chil-
dren, MLA Deepti 
said, “the politicians 
who meet the test of  the 
public is the real win-
ner. Uttar Pradesh’s 
Prateek Sharma asked 
the MLA why there is a 

party change in the 
politics of  heritage? 

Is it because of  the 
change in the thinking 
of  the generations or 
has the attitude of  the 
parties changed? In re-

sponse to which the 
young MLA said that 
the thinking of  every 
generation is different, 
as time is changing, 
people’s thinking is 
changing, their views 

are changing, that is 
why party changes have 
started in the politics of  
heritage. But the pur-
pose of  a politician is 
only one and that is to 
serve the public.

In the live session, 
children asked ques-
tions on topics like the 
importance of  educa-
tion in life, child labour, 
child abuse, beggary and 
gutkha-liquor ban. MLA 
Deepti answered the 
questions warmly 
among the children 
along with making the 
children aware of  the 
serious issues in poli-
tics.  cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

CITY FIRST, GUJARAT

A
hmedabad 
based jew-
e l l e r y 
p o w e r -

house Harit Za-
veri Jewellers 

(HZJ) is cele-
brating its 

successful 6 
years in 
the busi-
ness. The 

HZJ store 
e m b o d i e s 

the ethos and 
values of  the 
brand, seeking 

to provide eve-
ry customer 

with a rich and immer-
sive experience at its beauti-
ful store in the heart of  
Ahmedabad. Steeped in tra-

dition, the Harit Zaveri 
brand has long been associ-
ated with family values, de-
sign excellence, superior 
craftsmanship and aesthet-
ics. “With age and efforts, 
perseverance and dedica-
tion, things always fall into 
place. In these times where 
we have learnt to embrace 
the jewels that are our bless-
ings, the health and safety 
of  our employees and their 

families are of  utmost im-
portance’’ said Harit 
Zaveri. On the auspi-
cious occasion of  their 

6th anniversary, HZJ is 
also offering enticing dis-
counts for its patrons.

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

MANSI BACHANI

T
he First India Face 
of  the Year organ-
ised a virtual ses-
sion on their official 

Instagram page on Wednes-
day, July 21. Supermodel 
and actress Divya Kasli-
wal was the guest speak-
er for the session who 
not only motivated the 
viewers but also an-
swered all the questions 
beautifully. 

According to Divya, girls 
should work on their fitness 
regularly as it is very im-
portant to be successful in 

the modelling in-
dustry. Not only 
this, but she also 
gave the message of  
staying positive and 
developing a ‘Never 
give up’ attitude. She 
said, “We should not 

be afraid of  fail-
ures and should 
learn from our 
mistakes so that 

next time we can 
give our best.” Mansi 
Bachani, fashion col-
umnist and model host-
ed the session while the 
show organiser Gaurav 
Gaur briefed about the 

registration process of  the 
FIFOY. The girls can regis-
ter themselves for this beau-
ty pageant by filling the 
registration form on the 
official website www.first-
indiafaceoftheyear.com. 
Show organiser Dr
 Maulik Shah thanked Di-
vya for joining and an-
swering the queries of  
the viewers. 

FIFOY is planning to 
come up with many 
such sessions on both 
online and offline 
mode, keeping in mind 
the Covid-19 safety 

protocols. cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

EID MUBARAK!

The festival of 
Eid al-Adha, 
also known as 
the ‘Festival of 
the Sacrifi ce’,  
was celebrated 
on Wednesday. 
People 
distributed mouth 
savouring dishes, 
sweets and they 
embraced each 
other’s presence. 
Seen here are 
siblings caught 
in a  candid 
moment as they 
wish each other.
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THE GRAND 
REOPENING!

EQ IS THE 
NEW IQ

SIX YEARS & COUNTING

CITY FIRST

J
aipur based 
Swati Garg, 
founder of  
‘Kids EQ Box’ 

is an expert on emo-
tional quotient (EQ) 
and emotional man-
agement of  children. 
She defines it as a 
person’s ability 
to use the logical 
and emotional 
processing cen-
tres of  the brain to-
gether and effective-
ly. Swati shared that 
it is a set of  skills 
that children can be-
gin learning at the 
age of  2. IQ makes up 
only 20 per cent of  
the factors that de-
termine life success, 
while EQ makes up 

60%, and other fac-
tors such as wealth, 
temperament and 
family education lev-
el make up the bal-
ance. 

Swati has complet-
ed various courses on 
Emotional Intelli-
gence in national and 

international insti-
tutes. Her ven-
ture, ‘Kids EQ 
Box’ has helped 

more than 200 
children and their 
families through ses-
sions and live work-
shops by giving 
classes on Anger 
Management for par-
ents and Social-Emo-
tional Learning to 
children from 
3 years old to 13 years 
old.cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

WHAT’S HAPPENING!

The iconic Emirates entrepreneur and Guinness World 
Record Holder, Yaqoub Mousa Mohd also known as Dr Bu 
Abdullah, Chairman of Bu Abdullah Group attended the red 
carpet at 74th annual Cannes Film Festival with well known 
Belarusian model and infl uencer Angela Donava.

MLA Deepti Maheshwari addressing 
kids during the virtual session

Swati Garg

During the flag hoisting ceremony

During the reopening of Chaisa Cafe

T

MITALI DUSAD

A
fire broke out at 
Chaisa, C-
Scheme, Jaipur 
on April 12 due 

to a short circuit in the 
Air conditioner. 
Though it was con-
trolled before it could 
cause extensive 
damages, especial-
ly to human life. 
After a gap of  more 
than 3 months, the 
cafe was renovated and 
reopened on the occa-
sion of  Eid-Al-Adha on 
Wednesday. 

Cafe owners, Karan 
Bakshi and Kush Rawat 

on the occasion said, “It 
was very disheartening 

initially, this ain’t just 
a business for us but 
our passion. The love 
we received from the 

people was overwhelm-
ing. With the support of  
our families and friends, 
we managed to reopen it 
on the occasion of  Eid. 
Festivities have a charm 
of  their own.”

Karan Bakshi and Kush Rawat
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AN ARDENT READER!

During the session

The First India newspaper is one of the most-read 
newspapers among the politically aware and with a 
massive digital reach too. Dr Roger Gopaul
Ambassador, Trinidad and Tobago, an ardent reader of 
the First India newspaper looked enthusiastic while 
reading the newspaper.

Model wearing
accessories by HZJ

Harit Zaveri Jewellers (HZJ)

Divya Kasliwal

gave the message of  
staying positive and 
developing a ‘Never 
give up’ attitude. She 
said, “We should not 

be afraid of  fail-
ures and should 
learn from our 
mistakes so that 

next time we can 
give our best.” Mansi 
Bachani, fashion col-
umnist and model host-
ed the session while the 
show organiser Gaurav 
Gaur briefed about the 

registration process of  the 
FIFOY. The girls can regis-
ter themselves for this beau-
ty pageant by filling the 
registration form on the 
official website www.first-
indiafaceoftheyear.com. 
Show organiser Dr
 Maulik Shah thanked Di-
vya for joining and an-
swering the queries of  
the viewers. 

come up with many 
such sessions on both 
online and offline 

protocols. 
Akanksha Soni, Mansi Bachani, 
Gaurav Gaur and Divya Kasliwal 

FIFOY: LIVE SESSION WITH DIVA
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